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ER NAME WAS TASIA. 
The name is not impor- 
tant but her story is, for it is 
typical of the many thou- 
sands of Greek boys and girls 
who have become old before 
their time. 

One dark night, Commun- 
ist bandits crossed the-north- 
ern border of Greece and 
attacked the village where 
Tasia lived. They plundered 
her parents’ home, and as 
her father tried bravely to 
defend his family one bandit 
drew his pistol and shot her 
father dead. Grief stricken, 
Tasia’s mother dropped to 
her knees by her husband's 
side, vainly hoping that her 
husband was alive. Showing 
no compassion, the bandits 
shot the mother, too. They 
then set fire to the house, 
thus completing their evil 
work of destruction. So it 
was that Tasia became an 
orphan and joined the ranks 
of the many thousands of 
other Greek children who 
had lost their homes and 
loved ones. 

One little Greek boy, whose mother was dead and 
who had no knowledge of where his father was, told 
us that he stole, simply because he had to live. We have 
discovered that many of the Greek boys and girls have 
never fully recovered from the shock inflicted upon 
them by war, persecution, and the loss of their parents. 
Many of these unfortunate children have been taken 
in by their aged grandparents. They live in damaged 
buildings which become more dilapidated each suc- 
ceeding winter. The clothes of these children often- 
times become threadbare and past mending; their 
shoes become too small and they have little hope of 
obtaining another pair. As the children grow, their 
appetites increase, but there is little increase in their 
food ration. What a tragedy it is to read reports that 
there are 400 thousand orphans and neglected children 
in Greece! 

One Greek father told us that he spent nearly all of 
his weekly earnings on milk and bread in order to 
keep his children alive and healthy. Even today, many 
children in Greece are not getting their daily milk; 
they are listless, thin, and undernourished. Besides all 
this, the children and the people of Greece have had 
to wage a tremendous battle against the ravages of 
tuberculosis. 

The European Evangelistic Crusade and its mission- 
aries in Greece recognize the overwhelming physical 
and spiritual need of these children. It is our urgent 
desire this summer to send underprivileged, neglected 
children of Greece to a CHRISTIAN SUMMER 
CAMP. In this camp, children who have suffered so 
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The children of Greece need your help and loving 


‘The Children of Greece need your dh, 
help and loving inter 


much physically, will be 
given a pleasant change from 
their drab surroundings. We 
desire to properly feed and 
clothe them, but best of all 
we long to tell them of the 
wonderful love of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. 

We, the European Evange- 
listic Crusade, pass on this 
challenge to God’s people in 
North America. We prayer- 
fully ask that you will not 
withhold your hand from 
giving physical and spiritual 
comfort to these dear chil- 
dren. THIS SUMMER 
CAMP will only be possible 
if you catch the vision of this 
tragic land and put your 
shoulders to the wheel, thus 
making this camp a reality 
in the hearts and lives of 
these neglected children. We 
cannot do it without your 
prayers and without your 
help. 

Here is your opportunity 
to become both father and 
mother to some Greek child. 
Ten dollars (10.00) will help 
send one child to a summer 
camp for one week. Would you be willing to invest 
this amount, or part of it, to give a child at least one 
chance of happiness and at least one opportunity to 
hear the message of our Saviour’s love? Remember, 
that what happens to the children of Greece today 
will spell out the future of the Greece of tomorrow! 


aN 





PLEASE ADDRESS -ALL GIFTS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: 


Greek Relief Fund 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S., Director for North America. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC... , 

Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 

811 Westview St., Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


DEAR Sir: 

With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing $ .. ra 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of the 
Greek children. 
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The name of Donald Grey Barn- 
house is known throughout the 
evangelical world, but not everyone 
knows about The Evangelical Foun- 
dation, Inc. 

Just what is The Evangelical 
Foundation? 

In a very few words, it is the 
non-profit organization which di- 
rects the various ministries of Dr. 
Barnhouse and the related work 
which he has established. 

The purpose of the Foundation 
has been stated in these words: 

“To glorify the 
Lord Jesus Christ 
through a ministry 
of Bible teaching, 
remembering Paul’s 
charge to Timothy 
‘. .. do the work of 
an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy 
ministry.” 

The heart of this 
ministry is Bible 
teaching. 

Various means of implementing 
this central task are employed— 
radio, films, recordings, the printed 
page—particularly ETERNITY—and 
very soon, we hope, television. 

But the platform ministry of Dr. 
Barnhouse himself is something 
we'd like to tell you about in this 
family letter. 


For more than 30 years Dr. Barn- 
house has been preaching the Word. 
In carrying out this divine assign- 
ment he has circled the globe twice 
and crossed the Atlantic 40 times. 
He has spoken in many of the 
principal centers of the British Isles 
and the Continent including a num- 
ber of appearances at the famed 
English Keswick Convention. 

In his own land he has traveled 
from center to center in almost 
every state in the union and in most 
of the Canadian provinces. 

For 25 years he has conducted a 
Monday evening Bible class in New 
York City. 

What have been the results of 
this prolonged ministry of the 
Word of God? 

Since Dr. Barnhouse has been in- 
clined always to leave the results 
with a sovereign Lord, no statistics 
of the ministry have been kept 
throughout the years. In fact, The 
Evangelical Foundation itself only 








came into being in April, 1949, be- 
cause of the expansion of the 
ministry. 

But the real answer to the ques- 
tion about the results is written in 
the lives of uncounted thousands 
across the nation who have come 
into a vital relationship with Christ. 

The minister of a prominent 
West Coast church had this to say 
about a recent conference: 

“Our meetings were well at- 
tended and spirit was good. Dr. 
Barnhouse brought very strong and 
very helpful messages. We feel that 
his presence here brought a bless- 
ing not merely to the church but 
to the community. One of our 
neighboring ministers was in my 
office this morning 
commenting upon 
the blessing that he 
felt had been re- 
ceived by other 
churches in the city 
through the messages 
by Dr. Barnhouse.” 

And then just the 
other day came this 
heart-warming word 
from a minister in a 
Florida church: 

“Just a word to thank you again 
for your ministry to us. The com- 
ments which came to me concern- 
ing your instruction in the Word 
have been the very best. I personally 
want to tell you that I have never 
heard anything like the messages 
which you gave here . . . It’s the 
greatest week I have spent any- 
where because it placed in my own 
heart a hunger and thirst for God's 
Word that will never leave me.” 


Sometimes the reactions to Dr. 
Barnhouse’s preaching are violent. 
In a Detroit meeting not long ago, 
a woman became so incensed with 
the teaching that she got up and 
stomped out of the service. But she 
could not walk out on the convic- 
tion that rested upon her heart. 
Word came later that she has come 
to know Christ. 


While Dr. Barnhouse’s preaching 
schedule is made up well in ad- 
vance, we'll be glad to hear from 
churches or groups of churches who 
are interested in sponsoring Bible 
conferences. Just address inquiries 
to the Foundation. 
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Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





LETTERS 


*% tothe Editors 





HIGH SCHOOL TROUBLE 


Your recent coverage of the trouble at 
one of the high schools in Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, left out a few facts which 
every fair-minded Christian should know. 

First of all, let me say that I am as in- 
terested in the salvation of high school 
students as anyone. But I think many will 
agree that the zeal of these youngsters and 
their advisers is questionable. 
~ 1. The principal of the United Joint 

High School at Armagh, Indiana 
County, Pa:, has labored with this 
problem since September of 1953. 
Any decision he made was not rash 
judgment. 

2. Some of the pupils were reading the 
Bible in class periods (as well as 
study periods). When teachers sent 
these pupils to the office for not pay- 
ing attention (One of them received 
a “D” on the test the period she was 
reading her Bible.), the principal 
offered them the use of a vacant 
room if they wanted to read the 
Bible. 

3. Some of the pupils scrawled “Jesus 
Saves” and such phrases on papers 
submitted and on tests taken. 

4. Some tracts distributed were such as 
I and other clergymen use in our 
own churches but some were of this 
nature: /0 Reasons Why I am not a 
Roman Catholic. In this tract are 
such statements as “It is impossible 
to be a true Christian and a true 
Romanist.” “Many of its Popes have 
been immoral degenerates.” “This 
Satanic system makes slaves of young 
girls.” “If you are a nun or priest, 
and are sincere, I will help you es- 
cape.” Another tract was called, 10 
Reasons Why I Drink. Reason #1 is, 
“I love to vomit.” 

I think many fair-minded Christians will 
agree that these students need to be taught 
to be an example in “word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 


The Rev. Frank LAWRENCE 
First United Presbyterian Church 
Indiana, Pa. 


*FAMILY NEEDS* 


Two French girls, aged 26, would like to 
come to America and live in a Christian 
home. They want to help with the house- 
hold duties in return for the opportunity to 
perfect their knowledge of English. Money 
for their passage as well as a small weekly 
allowance would have to be provided by the 
American home receiving them. They would 
like to stay at least one year. 


Anyone interested in knowing more about 
these young women may address his inquiry 
to the Editor in care of this magazine. 
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For adults: BIBLE CONFERENCES with outstanding 
speakers. At Sandy Cove June 14 through September 6. 
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NOW AND LATER 

Judging from the mail that pours 
into our editorial offices, the sun never 
sets on the readership of ETERNITY. 

Emma Snyder, a missionary nurse 
serving in Nigeria with the Sudan In- 
terior Mission, contributed this interest- 
ing picture of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Tay 
of Tano, Nigeria, who like to read Miss 
Snyder’s magazine. Mr. Tay, a business 
man, is active in Youth for Christ. 





Miss Snyder recently returned to the 
United States for a well-earned furlough 
after working for three terms among the 
lepers of West Africa. Her home is in 
Ephrata, Pa. 


Watch next month for a new and, we 
believe, a most important development 
in the progress of ETERNITY. 

Readers of both ETERNity and _ its 
predecessor, Revelation, long have en- 
joyed Window on the World, unique 
running commentary by Editor Donald 
Grey Barnhouse on current happenings 
around the globe. More recently a news 
section, edited by Executive Editor 


(Continued on page 40) 
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AT BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
COURSES LEADING TO THE BACHELOR OF ARTS 
AND THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES 


College of Arts and Science . . . School of Religion 
School of Fine Arts . . . School of Business . . . School of Education 


GRADUATE STUDY IN RELIGION AND FINE ARTS 


THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION OFFERS GRADUATE AND SEMINARY DEGREES 
INCLUDING THE MASTER OF ARTS AND THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, AS WELL AS THE BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 
DEGREE. 


THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF SCHOLARSHIP COMBINED WITH UNCOMPROMISING LOYALTY 
TO THE SCRIPTURES AND THE STRONG EVANGELISTIC EMPHASIS OF BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
MAKE THIS THE IDEAL INSTITUTION IN WHICH TO TAKE GRADUATE OR SEMINARY TRAINING. 


THE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS OFFERS THE MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN 
MUSIC OR SPEECH, AND THE MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREE IN THE COM- 
BINED FIELDS OF MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART. 


STUDENTS HAVE NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC APPEARANCES AND PRACTICAL 
EXPERIENCE IN THE EXERCISE OF TALENT WHILE TAKING THEIR ACADEMIC TRAINING UNDER 
A TALENTED AND WELL-TRAINED FACULTY. 


Music, speech, and art at no extra cost above regular academic tuition 


Academy and seventh and eighth grades in connection 
FALL TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 





SUMMER SESSION — JUNE 7 - JULY 10 
GRADUATE AND UNDER-GRADUATE COURSES 
IN THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

WORKSHOP IN MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART 
TWO-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 7 - 19 
THREE-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 21 - JULY 10 

SIX HOURS CREDIT CAN BE EARNED 
IN TELEVISION, RADIO, CINEMA, 
MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC 
PRODUCTION, CHALK TALK, 

ART IN RELIGIOUS ADVERTISING, 
EVANGELISTIC MUSIC, ETC. 
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“I’m seventy-six years old. I have no dependents, 
but better than that, I’m dependent on no one! 
It is a source of great satisfaction and peace of mind 
to me to know that my investments in Moody 
Annuities not only give me a better regular income 
during my natural lifetime, but also I have the 
added assurance that the principal will go on, 
indefinitely, doing the Lord’s work long after 

I have passed on.” 


Yes, Mr. S. (pictured above) is looking ferward to the coming years. He has 
planned for them . . . planned wisely, both for his own needs and for the Lord’s. 
You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous income for the rest of your life. 
After signing an annuity agreement, you are free from bother and worry. For 
47 years Moody Annuity returns have arrived on time and have remained the 
same, regardless of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They are 
“burglar-proof” because they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET... — If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary without 
Send the coupon today for your 
free copy of DouBLE DIVIDENDS. interruption. 





It'll tell you all you want to And, through investing your money in this way, you have the joy of 
know about Moody Annuities § knowing your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and other 
. . how they can be arranged to 


suit your circumstances and Christian workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through the printed word, 
provide possible tax exemption. _ gospel-science films, daily gospel broadcasts and the other varied ministries of 
Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE. 





: MOODY ANNUITIES ARE 
ii} SAFE...SOUND...SATISFYING 


jai, MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. ET-21 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
D Please send me Douste Divmenns, the story of the Moody Annuity plan. 


0 I am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. Please send me 
booklet, “You CAN Take It With You.” 
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Where Am | Going? 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


It has come to my attention that many people have heard rumors 
about a supposed shift in my position, and that some have said, “What 
is happening to Dr. Barnhouse?” and “Where is he going?” | have 
heard it said that | have abandoned my theology, denied the faith, 


become a modernist and what not. 


ETERNITY’s stand on the Revised Standard Version. As 

a Christian magazine editor I feel that I have one re- 
sponsibility and that is to be fair to the Word of God. I 
cannot be loyal to pre-conceived ideas. In reference to the 
Revised Standard Version, for example, I may disagree with 
the theology of the Committee on Revision, but as to their 
work, we must judge it on Christian scholarship alone. This 
we have done. We have set forth its virtues. We have 
shown its faults. We have encouraged people to become 
acquainted with it for it will be with us for a long time. 
We must know it and reckon with it. This is all we have 


said about it. 

Did the Moody Bible Institute abandon faith in the 
Word of God because they copyrighted, publish and circu- 
late Williams’ translation which eliminates the word virgin 
in connection with Christ’s birth even in the New Testa- 
ment? Certainly not. We must realize that it is possible 
for sincere Christian people to take different positions on 
many theological matters without abandoning their faith 
or their fundamental stand. I believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the eternal second person of the Godhead, and 
that He came into this world without a human father. I 
believe that the Word of God is inspired in every part, 
that the documents and not the writers are inspired, and 
that the whole book is a record of God’s revelation to man 
and not the record of man’s groping after God. 

I believe and teach that men are lost and that they can 
be saved only by the new birth, through faith in the work 
which Jesus Christ accomplished in dying upon the cross 
of Calvary. I believe in what I call, with the Spirit, the 
precious blood of Christ, but when I say it I want to have 
a voice that is hushed with the amazement and awe of what 
it means. Te believe that the Lord Jesus came and laid 
down His life to redeem me is an infinitely tender and 
precious truth, and when I speak of it I want it to thrill my 
heart and lead me closer to my Saviour in His domination 
of my being. I want it to cause me to be willing to lay 
down my life for the brethren. 

Another basis for the rumors may be a matter which has 
not been mentioned in these pages because it is still in- 
definite. 

In 1952 I made some motion pictures in Hollywood that 
were teaching films for Bible study. These films were seen 
by representatives of the Broadcasting and Film Commis- 
sion of the National Council of Churches. Two of these 
men came to our offices in Philadelphia and discussed the 
possibility of our making some films for national television 
showing. 


We may be the basis for these rumors? Possibly one is 
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In view of the controversies of the past we were some- 
what suspicious, but: as I got to know these particular men 
I came to believe beyond question that they are born-again 


’ men who love the Lord in sincerity and truth and wish to 


see Him exalted. 

Negotiations were begun. A dozen meetings were held 
between some of the leaders and me in New York, and 
between these men and members of our staff. They were 
just as suspicious of us as we were of them. Some of them 
were (and maybe are) afraid that I would start attacking 
them unjustly. On the other hand, at first we were afraid 
that there might be some attempt to curtail the fullness 
of my freedom of ministry. They, however, were frank to 
state that there would be no attempt whatsoever to exercise 
any censorship on me, and that we would have full control 
over the making of the films. They were to act only as the 
go-betweens with the TV stations. 

But why were they impressed with these Biblical films? I 
believe. that there are two reasons. One is that many of 
them are true believers who want the -truth to go out to 
multitudes of unbelievers. Another reason, to use the 
words of one of these leaders, “We feel that the conserva- 
tive view has not been adequately represented in the NCC 
programs. We feel that you would face the TV cameras 
with a dignified presentation of the gospel, which would be 
welcomed by the managers and owners of TV stations and 
by the public.” 

We have made some pilot films which have been shown 
to NCC leaders. There were various reactions. Some did 
not like the theology, holding it to be too conservative. 
Others had no objection to the theology but were afraid 
that I might break over the traces and lash out against 
denominations and councils as I had before. These people 
were assured that I had not abdicated my right to criticize, 
but that I was going to confine it to heresy and major 
error. 

If the program does not go through—for the final deci- 
sions have not been made—it will be because liberal ele- 
ments have refused to ratify the programs, or because the 
conservative leaders deem that I have not been able to 
make films that are sufficiently challenging. I have a great 
deal to learn. Just as Eisenhower had to take lessons from 
Robert Montgomery on how to relax in front of a camera, 
so I am having to learn many things in connection with the 
use of this new medium, so different from radio. I hope 
that I am learning. 

It should be stated flatly that these programs, if they 
go on TV, are not being sponsored by the National Council 


(Continued on page 39) 
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The Summer Bible Conterence 


When a church takes an interest in its 
people the people will take an interest in their 
church 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


bout this time of the year many are looking forward to 

vacation. These outings will be various. Some will travel 

to the far corners of the country. and of the world. 
Some will go to the mountains, others to the shore. A 
great many will just stay home, glad for the opportunity of 
not having to follow a daily routine of toil. 


In recent years believers have had great opportunities 
to have their vacations contribute to their vocation—living 
for Christ. Christian organizations have sponsored tours 
enabling the Lord’s people to see great scenic wonders of 
the world while studying great spiritual passages from 
the Word. Bible conference grounds—in the mountains 
and at the shore—have afforded many opportunities for 
spiritual refreshment as well as physical relaxation. To the 
stay-at-home the radio has brought God’s Word, and of 
course, there is always the silent messenger—the book or 
magazine—bringing the message to men of all means. 


Should our vacation merely be a vacation? Or, is it possi- 
ble for our vacation to contribute vitally to the life of our 
ministry for the Lord in the fall and winter to follow? We 
believe that it is. Most believers belong to a local assembly 
of saints and it is our belief that a church will profit 
greatly if its people are encouraged to attend summer 
camps and conferences where God’s Word is taught. 


Occasionally there come to our desk here at ETERNITY 
letters from pastors and church officials who feel that a 
summer Bible conference is not helpful to a church. They 
say there is a spirit of independence and irresponsibility 
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instilled in the hearts of the people who attend summer 
conferences which causes them to refuse to assume respon- 
sibility for the work of the local church. Too, because 
they have been dwelling on the spiritual heights for a 
brief period of time during the summer, it is difficult to 
get them to work in the spiritual valley all winter. Instead 
they shirk their work, taking the attitude that the church, 
the officials and even the pastor are not spiritual. Like the 
disciples of old they would have the Lord build a taber- 
nacle for them on the mountain top while they forget the 
lost and weak in the valley. But these things ought not so 
to be. 

Every director of a summer Bible conference desires that 
the saints who come to his camp or conference carry spirit- 
ual blessing back to the local church. Young people are 
strengthened in the faith that they may become the leaders 
of the young people in their churches, imparting the riches 
of the Lord their vacation has given them. Older folk, 
returning to their local congregations with lives deepened 
by the Spirit in the things of the Lord, find themselves 
ready to take their place in the ranks of the helpful, willing 
to serve where best they can. Each director prays that his 
conference will be used for the Lord to give an impetus to 
the believer for his work in the local church. 

Can we make a reality of this ideal situation in which 
the summer conference contributes vitally to the work of 
the church? With planning, great blessing can come to a 
local church which is interested in the life of its people. 
Upon reflection we shall see immediately that the local 
church is primarily a fellowship of called-out believers who 
wish to do the work of the Lord together. Our elected offi- 
cials are our representatives to guide us as to how we may 
best serve the Lord together. Since we are a fellowship 
everything we do should contribute to our working to- 
gether. Since this is the case, the pastor, as leader of the 
flock, ought to have well in mind what he wants for his 
church. First, he should strive for .a membership of re- 
deemed people. Second, he should desire his people to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord. Third, he 
ought ever to keep before his people the vision of missions, 
missions not only across the sea but across the street. __ 

Since summer Bible conferences seek to promote these 
three things in the life of the believer, the pastor would do 
well to encourage his people to take advantage of these 
summer opportunities. He might well acquaint his official 
boards with these opportunities having in mind the possi- 
bility that they might be willing to help some of the people 
financially so that they might avail themselves of a spiritual 
experience at a summer camp. From the pulpit the pastor 
might suggest that the members of the assembly go in family 
groups or go together as members of the church. The 
Bible school might well send groups of its young people, 
underwriting the cost in part where possible. When a 
church takes an interest in its people, the people will take 
an interest in their church. 

Pastors have found that when they have encouraged 
their people to take a Bible conference vacation real bless- 
ing has been the result. Not only have souls been saved, 
siints strengthened in the faith, eyes opened to the mission- 
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ary vision, but perhaps most important of all, being a saint 
is seen not to be the abnormal business so many of us 
make it to be. Just to see the saints at relaxed play is a 
refreshing novelty. As a result Bible study becomes more 
natural, prayer more interesting, living for the Lord a 
delight when once it is seen that we can be spiritual with- 
out being professional. Later, when things go wrong, in- 
stead of being critical, there comes a deep love in our 
hearts as we remember the good times had together in the 
Lord at a conference. Having been at the throne of grace 
there, it is much easier to come to the throne of grace here 
—in the valley where we now work. 

As pastors and leaders in our churches we must plan to 
receive these returning vacationers who have been feeding 
on the Word and dwelling on the heights. They will not 
mind working in the lowlands if we have work for them 
to do. Many a successful church has planned a “week-end 
advance” at which time all the department heads are as- 
sembled and the work of the fall and winter is mapped. 
out. Having planned their work they are then prepared 
to work out their plan. Knowing what they need they can 
turn to their returning people who have been fired with 
enthusiasm at a summer camp and put them to work for 
the Lord before the fires of zeal become banked. 

We would cite two instances where small churches saw 
that the summer Bible conference could be of great aid 
to them. Patiently the pastors in both churches overcame 
the tendency to “narrow provincialism” which results from 
lack of vision. The official boards, the Bible school in 
each church, and the other departments planned that as a 
church they would encourage their people to go to Bible 
conferences. Children were sent to their special camps. 
Young people went to other camps. Older folk went to con- 
ferences which especially cater to them. Year after year 
this custom has been built up. Has it been of value to 
those churches? 

The First Baptist Church of Bayonne, New Jersey, is an 
outstanding example of what can be done under the most 
trying circumstances. Its pastor had the vision and im- 
parted it to his boards and people. Bayonne is a part of 
Hudson County, New Jersey, which is the third largest 
Catholic area in the country. This did not deter them. 
They sent their people to camps and conferences. During 
the fall and winter the church provided Bible clubs and 
other programs putting to work the people who had been 
blessed in the summer. As a result, in the last eight years 
the church has grown by leaps and bounds, a twenty 
thousand dollar Bible school unit has been completed 
and paid for, at least two of the young people who had 
been encouraged to go to a summer conference are mission- 
aries in Africa, and a number of others are in training for 
the Lord’s work. This church had no natural advantages. 
It used opportunities as the Lord provided them. 

For the past twenty years the home church of the writer 
has taken advantage of the summer Bible conference. The 
church is not large, its finances were small, the pastor’s 
salary was in need of prayer. But the pastor and the off- 
cials were willing to trust God for the ridiculous—as it 
seemed then. With everyone pulling together the first sum- 
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mer saw about twenty young people sent as a group to a 
Bible conference. These young people returned to the 
church full of enthusiasm and vision for the Lord’s work. 
The attitude of the church was not, “Let us see if it was 
worth sending them.” The board had something ready and 
they were willing to help the young people to do the 
work that was to be done. 

Was the church rewarded for following the leading of 
the Lord in sending that first group of young people to 
a summer conference? At this writing out from that small 
church have come three people who hold key positions in 
one of our nationally-known Bible institutes, one has been 
employed by another Bible school, several are pastors and 
evangelists, one is Book Editor of Ererniry magazine. And 
furthermore, the pastor’s salary is a cause for praise. The 
missionary budget has been doubled several times and a 
strong spirit of the Lord pervades the church. 

To our many readers, to the pastors and officials of 
churches, to the young people who read our pages, the 
Editors of ETErnity recommend for your serious consider- 
ation the possibilities of a summer Bible conference as a 
means whereby you may be a blessing to your local church. 
“Come ye apart and rest a while.” Our Lord entreats you 
as He did of old. Let your vacation contribute to your voca- 
tion this summer. May the blessing you receive this summer 
cause you to work this winter in your local church for the 
Lord. Begin with Him on the mountain top, and if your 
church should seem a valley, have the joy of making it a 
mountain top of spiritual blessing for Him. The Lord will 
rejoice and your pastor will be encouraged, your fellow 
believer will be blessed, and the lost will know that “you 
have been with Him.” 


Enp 


Before the war Heinz Nord- 
hoff was the manager of 
Opel, the German branch 
of General Motors. When 
the war ended he was 
forced, as a former execu- 
tive under the rules of our 
occupation, to take a job 
at manual labor, and existed 
on hand-outs from friends. 
The British knew his worth 
and offered him the job of 
directing Volkswagen, a 
bombed factory for manu- 
facturing very small cars. He 
didn’t want to leave the 
production of big cars but 
awas finally forced to it and has been one of the strong links in the 
great economic revival in Germany. Said Nordhoff: “The future begins 
when you cut every tie with the lost past.” In the spiritual realm this 
sentence is just as true when used with a spiritual meaning. We are, 
all of us, born linked with the lost, Adamic past. As long as we try 
to salvage anything from it we are in spiritual poverty and despera- 
tion. But when we come to Christ, the Holy Spirit begets us anew, and 
we become a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). The future begins when 
you cut every tie with the lost past. You can’t do it, but Christ can. 











The Revised New Testamen 


An attempt to confine criticism to established faults, and 


to advance that criticism with scholarship rather than clamor 


should like to preface this review with a word of explana- 
| ee and testimony. I have, in fact, undertaken the task 


with a considerable sense of responsibility. As a distant, © 


but, I hope, informed observer of the American scene, I 
have been conscious of a deepening concern over the con- 
troversy which has raged round the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. It is altogether healthy that Christian 
men should be jealous for the Word of God, but it is surely 
lamentable whén that which laudably begins in loyalty to 
truth ends by dividing those who, in this perilous day, 
should speak with one voice, and in whose division only the 
forces of' evil can find joy and comfort. 

I shall therefore write with the hope of reconciling those 
whom I find unnecessarily at variance. I shall write, too, 
with full sympathy for those who are disturbed at innova- 
tion in sacred things, and in the hope that they may regard 
me asa friend. Let me say quite simply that I yield place to 
no one in my reverence for the Word, and that I reject and 
repudiate all attempts to undermine its authority or belittle 
its inspiration. 

I shall write, none the less, frankly, in the endeavor, as 
far as my knowledge serves me, to point out error wherever 
it lies. The work of the translators of the Revised Standard 
Version is not without faults. Within the limited sphere of 
this investigation I shall try to show how some of those 
faults can be eliminated. On the other hand, there have 
been criticisms published which have themselves not 
served the cause of truth, and which have bewildered 
and confused Christian people. 

I hope that what I have to say may be.accepted as an 
authoritative word both by those who seek the impartial 
judgment of a fellow-Christian on the new translation, and 
by those responsible for its further publication. The latter 
have no right to dismiss those who have expressed alarm 
about their work as timid obscurantists, uninformed and 
enemies of progress. Zeal for truth, as the New Testament 
itself so amply illustrates, is a mark of vitality in religion. 
Their critics, on the other hand, should confine comment 
to established faults, should advance their criticism with 
scholarship rather than with clamor, and should postpone 
all questioning of the integrity of the translators until 
opportunity to rectify proven errors has been offered and 
neglected. 

In a review of this volume both space and expediency 
forbid a page-by-page analysis of the whole book. One can 
only examine typical sections, and make a preliminary con- 
tribution to that detailed examination which it is to be 
hoped orthodox scholarship will make. My method in what 
follows has been to collate John’s Gospel first, and then the 
epistle to the Philippians, with the Greek text, setting the 
RSV and the original side by side. I have drawn attention 
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to what seem to me to be inadequacies of translation, and I 
have noted some improvements. In the case of the Fourth 
Gospel I have commented upon two notable omissions from 
the text. 

Finally, I have looked into some criticisms of specific 
renderings which have been brought to my notice, and 
have tried to assess their validity and justice. We shall now 
proceed to detail. 


1. The Gospel of John 


Mistakes in Translation. In John’s Gospel these are in- 
considerable. They consist mainly of those minor errors and 
inadequacies for which one might dock half a mark in a 
student’s examination paper. Consider for example the 
tenses in 1:14 and 18. John quite deliberately uses an aorist: 
“We beheld his glory,” “He revealed him.” He looked back, 
in other words, to the historic act, to the disciples’ privilege, 
to the work of Christ. Quite arbitrarily the translator puts: 
“We have beheld his glory,” “He has made him known.” 
The words in no sense pervert or restrict the truth, but why 
use an English perfect for a Greek aorist? It is true that 
the scheme of the verb differs in the two languages, and 
that there are occasions where an English perfect can be 
used thus quite legitimately, but this is not such a context. 

This predilection for the perfect reappears in 2:20. Quite 
literally the Greek runs: “This temple was built in forty-six 
years.” It might have been rendered: “It took forty-six years 
to build this temple.” To translate: “It has taken forty-six 
years to build this temple,” does little damage to the mean- 
ing, but is not good workmanship. The same remark ap- 
plies to 4:50 where the Lord says: “Your son lives.” There 
is no excuse for the translator’s rendering: “Your son will 
live” (unless a variant reading escapes me). 

A complete analysis of the tenses would reveal similar 
blemishes, but we need go no further with this criticism. No 
harm is done to doctrine,-and no obscurity is introduced 
thus into the narrative. It would be wise, however, to check 
this particular contributor’s work before another edition is 
issued. 

There are one or two other faults to which attention 
might justly be drawn. I do not understand the intrusion of 
three words in 8:56: “Abraham rejoiced that he was to see 
my day.” The text simply says: “Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day,” and it is difficult to see any improvement in the 
extended version. In 9:11, on the other hand, the insertion 
of the definite article (“The man called Jesus”) introduces 
a difficulty. It endows the blind man with a more intimate 
acquaintance with the Lord than he appears, from the evi- 
dence of the latter portion of the chapter, to have possessed. 
It is simply: “A man called Jesus.” 
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On the contrary, in Luke 18:13, where a definite article 
actually in the Greek text might have added vividness by 
its literal translation, the indefinite article of the KJV is 
timidly kept. The taxgatherer, who seems to have overheard 
the Pharisee’s prayer, humbly accepted all that was said of 
him, and cried: “God be merciful to me the sinner.” 

In three other contexts I detect what seem to me to be 
plain mistranslations. In 9:34 the translation runs: “You 
were born in utter sin.” There is no case for altering the 
KJV rendering. In 14:2 “rooms” is no improvement on the 
misleading “mansions.” In the Latin version mansiones was 
originally a good rendering of the etymologically connected 
monai of the Greek. Both appear to have signified stopping 
places on a journey, and in their imagery to suggest not 
smug idleness, but a rest for the redeemed after life’s fitful 
fever, and a journeying on to.thrilling tasks of usefulness. 
“Rooms” is deplorable, and to my mind ‘suggests a con- 
tinuation of earthly divisions. 

In John 18:19, the scene of one of Moffatt’s annoying 
and arbitrary transpositions, no translator seems to notice 
how significant the Greek particle is. It can, and should be, 
literally rendered “so.” Verses 15 to 18 speak of Peter’s 
denial in the courtyard. The hall of assembly, and the 
court were, it would appear, in full view each of the other, 
and the high priest, finding the case difficult with the Pris- 
oner, is presented by the frightened Peter with a new line 
of cross-examination. The wily lawyer has caught the Gali- 
lean accents of Peter’s denial, “and so the high priest 
questioned Jesus about His disciples.” In the particle, in 
fact, is a clear pointer to a turn in the whole tragic, illegal 
situation, and a light on the desperate cunning of the chief 
inquisitor. 

I am inclined to add to the list of mistranslations the 
rendering of parakletos by “counselor” in 14:16 and 26, 
15:26 and 16:7. With considerable hardihood the translator 
took a Greek word which has passed into the vocabulary of 
the Christian Church in the sense of “advocate” or “com- 
forter,” and produced a translation quite unusual. Indeed, 
it contradicts the quite orthodox RSV rendering of the 
cognate verb and abstract noun in a dozen other contexts 
of the New Testament. For example, in 2 Cor. 1:3-7 Paul 
uses the abstract paraklesis and the verb parakalein no 
fewer than ten times. The RSV translator is exemplary in 
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verse to vary the meaning where variation was unnecessary. 
The word “advocate,” which the KJV used in 1 John 2:1, 
and might more properly have employed in the Gospel, 
should have been chosen. 

In conclusion of this section of criticism I should say that 
I do not think the translation of 1:9 is correct. Taking the 
tense as synthetical, on the authority, no doubt, of one 
other use in the Gospel, the translator renders: “The true 
light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.” 
My feeling is that the shape and pattern of the verse in- 
validates this interpretation, grammatically possible though 
it may be. To connect the imperfect of the verb “to be” at 
the beginning of the verse with the participle near its end- 
ing, would pull up a Greek reader sharply, and force him 
to return and read the verse again with a re-distribution of 
emphasis. It is a fact always to be borne in mind by transla- 
tors and commentators, that an ancient book was written to 
be read aloud to an audience. 

Such is the total of the linguistic criticisms I have to offer 
on the RSV rendering of the Fourth Gospel. I might add 
that I could have personally wished for one or two changes 
where the translator has adhered closely to tradition. It 
is not, for example, to be denied that 2:4 bears in most of 
the old and new versions alike the meaning which is com- 
monly ascribed to it, and which occasions no little difficulty 
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his adherence to the traditional rendering. “Comfort” is Ps ons that can be 
his chosen word, and it forms the refrain Paul intended, ' sleep-destroying 
without even the variants unnecessarily introduced by the — pone Se — ae enmerdes yr cer of re 
KJV. In other contexts (for example Lk. 2:25; Acts 13:15, will not be affected as much. There has been a spiritual gadget like 
15:31; Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 14:3) the RSV is similarly orthodox. that for thousands of years. God speaks, ne ae ng lip pee a 
In the only other context for parakletos the RSV chooses themselves to make a “quiet zone” around oars sounds 
“advocate,” and this is perhaps the best rendering. An ad- pre srtpentigre See 5 ee bee caer an eee 
vocate is no doubt a counselor, but it was wrong and per- ears to hear, let him hear” (Mt. 11:15). 
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Courage and fortitude from the Kikuyu Scriptures 


Evangelicals protest persecution by Greek Orthodox Church 


Mar Thoma Church welcomes evangelicals 


RESISTANCE TO THE MAU MAU 

The Rev. Frank Bedford, Bible 
House secretary in Kenya Colony spoke 
recently of the Mau Mau problem and 
its relationship to Christianity. He 
pointed out the sad fact that approxi- 
mately 90% of all Christians in Kenya 
had been intimidated into taking the 
Mau Mau oath in some form, but that 
when the full story of the faithfulness 
of the 10% was known it would remind 
people of the history of the early 
Christians in the Roman world. These 
Christians had to endure threats and 
torture and. even death in some cases, 
and Mr. Bedford declared that “in the 
midst of danger and persecution it was 
from the Scriptures in the vernacular 
that these people had drawn their cour- 
age and fortitude—and even their joy. 
Their help came from the Kikuyu New 
Testament published in 1926 and the 
Old Testament which had been given 
them in 1950.” He stated that in days 
to come it would be from this chosen 
element that a new Christian Church 
would arise. 


PERSECUTION OF GREEK EVANGELICALS 


The Greek Evangelical Church has 
announced to the World Council of 
Churches that it will not send repre- 
sentatives to the World Council Assem- 
bly at Evanston in protest against its 
persecution by a fellow member of the 
World Council. Beyond question the 
Greek Orthodox Church, the state 
church of Greece, is persecuting the 
little group of evangelicals in that coun- 
try. 

a is reported from Athens that 
Greece’s Supreme Court has upheld the 
Government’s rejection of a petition 
from the Evangelical community at Neos 
Mylotopos for permission to build a 
church there. It appears that this deci- 
sion was based on charges made by a 
police official and by the Greek Ortho- 
dox Bishop Dyonysius of Edhessa that 
the Evangelical Church tries to convert 
members of the Orthodox Church by 
means of money and clothing. These 
allegations are said to be “as unfounded 
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as they are unfair” by the moderator of 
the Greek Evangelical Church, who also 
said that the decision “amounts to a 
refusal of the right of worship” for the 
seventy Evangelical families of Neos 
Mylotopos, who “now hold services in 
private homes, none of which has a room 
large enough to accommodate more than 
one-fifth of the congregation.” 


EVANGELIZING INDIA 

The great Mar Thoma convention 
in South India, which I had the privilege 
of addressing in 1953, was addressed by 
Dr. J. Edwin Orr, and by Bob Pierce 
this year. 

At the time of my visit there I met 
Bishop Jacobs, formerly of the Church 
of England Mission, which fused into 
the Church of South India. He is the 
presiding Bishop of that great mission- 
ary church. The Bishop is a stalwart 
evangelical and arranged for further 
visitation by evangelical leaders. Dr. 
Robert Munger of Berkeley, Calif., and 
Dr. David Cowie of Seattle, Wash., 
spent two months in_ conferences 
throughout South India during the 
winter months and Dr. J. Edwin Orr 
hopes to return for a year of such work. 

This is a most important work and 
we are allocating $500 from missionary 
gifts sent to us by ETERNITY readers to 
the fund for sending Dr. Orr to India 
for a year. Several thousand dollars will 
be needed to meet expenses of this 
year’s work. We will forward all gifts. 


BIBLES FOR KOREA 

The Bible House in Pusan, Korea, was 
recently destroyed by fire, with. the loss 
of many thousands of Bibles and other 
Scripture portions. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society has sent 10,000 
Bibles in Korean as a gift to replace 
some of the stock—and other gifts for 
Scriptures are urgently needed. We will 
forward any gifts which are received for 
this purpose in order that the stocks of 
Scripture portions may be replenished 
in that needy land. 


THE SCRIPTURE IN KASHMIR 
Gospel colporteurs have recently been 
able to go into Kashmir and to sell 


Scripture portions. A missionary pamph- 
let, Dawn in Central Asia, published in 
London, prints a letter from a mission- 
ary who tells of a remarkable incident 
in connection with the work of introduc- 
ing the Scriptures into Kashmir. A 
woman of that land who was an illiter- 
ate, and extremely poor, gave all that 
she had—a farthing, equal to a quarter 
of an American cent—to buy a Gospel 
for her son to read to her. The mission- 
ary stated that she was probably the first 
person in Kashmir to buy a Scripture 
portion. 


INDIAN CHRISTIANS 

Evangelical Christendom, March 1954, 
puts the Christian community in India 
at about 10 million but goes on rather 
dubiously to say: “of these perhaps one 
million may be estimated to constitute 
the true church of active Christians.” 
The Evangelical Fellowship of India 
came into being in 1951, and its mem- 
bership by the beginning of 1953 totaled 
nineteen missions; ten churches; 368 
individual members. The Fellowship’s 
most recent development is radio ev- 
angelism through the station Air Ceylon 
where an offer has been tentatively ac- 
cepted for a daily half hour evangelical 
broadcast in Hindustani, which it is 
estimated can reach up to 75% of the 
listeners in India, and 90% in Pakistan. 


COMMEMORATIVE SHEKEL 


An interesting announcement in the 
Jewish Agency’s Digest tells of a plan to 
strike a gold shekel, which will be sold 
throughout the world in commemoration 
of the Jewish National Fund’s 50th 
anniversary. The coin has been ap- 
proved by the Economic Minister’s 
Council at Jerusalem; it will weigh 7.3 
grams, the equivalent of the British 
sovereign. The words “Gold Shekel” 
and “Jerusalem” will appear on the 
coin, both in Hebrew and in English, 
and “Keren Kayemeth Le Yisrael” in 
Hebrew only; a cluster of grapes, sym- 
bolizing the new productivity of the an- 
cient soil, will also appear. 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Is LOVE in the Fundamentalist Creed? 


The forgotten fundamental of neighbor-love must be restored to its supreme place in Christian behavior 
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historically characterized Christianity, refusing to give 

them up or water them down. He holds tenaciously to 
doctrines like the plenary inspiration of the Bible, the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ, His substitutionary atonement, 
His bodily resurrection and His literal return. And, hence, 
of course, we are fundamentalists theologically. But very 
frankly some of us do not like to be tagged fundamentalists. 
For fundamentalism in many quarters has degenerated into 
a quarrelsome bickering over incidentals: indeed, it is inci- 
dentalism rather than fundamentalism. In many quarters, 
moreover, fundamentalism displays an unhappy ability to 
forget certain fundamentals which it finds troublesome, and 
handing those fundamentals over to liberalism it denounces 
as liberal any fundamentalist who continues to insist that 
even troublesome fundamentals must be emphasized! 

Take, for example, the duty of neighbor-love. That it is a 
fundamental of Christianity cannot successfully be disputed. 
It is mentioned in Leviticus 19:18, for the first time in God’s 
Word. 

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 

the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself: I am the Lord. 
Embedded in a context which sets forth miscellaneous 
regulations, that duty itself may therefore seem incidental 
and unimportant. Yet our Lord seizes upon that seemingly 
peripheral duty and in Matthew 22:37-40, He exalts it 
into a life-embracing, world-girdling, age-spanning princi- 
ple, a supreme fundamental. In reply to the question, 
“Master, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
He says: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the 

second is like unto it, Thou shalt love they neigh- 

bor as thyself. On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets. 

The apostle Paul likewise pronounces neighbor-love to 
be a supreme fundamental. For in Romans 13:8-10, he 
writes: 

Owe no man anything, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 
not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet: And 
if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 


[strict clings to all the basic truths which have 
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comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. Love worketh no ‘ill 
_to his neighbor: Therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 


Again, in Galatians 5:13, 14, Paul speaks of neighbor- 
love as the fulfillment of God’s law. 
For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 


Neighbor-love, consequently, is not something trivial, an 
insignificant principle lying on the periphery of revelation. 
It is the fruit which springs from the root of unfeigned 
Christian faith. 

In the same fashion James declares: 

If ye fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye shall 

do well (2:8). 
Hence according to the Scripture neighbor-love is the royal 
law, a duty which should reign supreme in Christian be- 
havior. 

Yet, strangely enough, this supreme fundamental has been 
grossly ignored. And perhaps. that neglect explains to a 
large degree why fundamentalism has in many quarters 
degenerated into a legalistic. Phariseeism, hard, frigid, in- 
effective, unethical and loveless. And because of this, it is 
high time that the forgotten fundamental of neighbor-love 
be rehabilitated. 

Let us, therefore, consider this duty from three different 
perspectives: Whom are we to love? Why are we to love? 
How are we to love? 


I 


Our initial question, ““‘Whom are we to love?” is simply 
a repetition of the question addressed to Jesus long ago by 
a self-justifying theologian. In the tenth chapter of Luke’s 
Gospel the deep-cutting parable of the good Samaritan is 
recorded, and verses 25-29 introduce that (apparently!) sim- 
ple little story. 
And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted 
him, saying, Master what shall I do to inherit eter- 
nai life? He said unto him, What is written in the 
law? how readest thou? And he answering said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
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strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor 

as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast an- 

swered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But he, 

willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who 

is my neighbor? 
Now the lawyer mentioned here is not a lawyer in our 
contemporary sense of the term. He is an Old Testament 
scholar, an interpreter of God’s law, a theologian, in other 
words. And what is the underlying desire of this man 
whose exalted profession it is to explain the nature and 
demands of God, a task for which he is plainly incom- 
petent? Luke declares that this lawyer is attempting to 
“justify himself.” Like some of us modern fundamentalists 
he has apparently been forgetting that fundamental of 
fundamentals, the duty of neighbor-love, and accordingly 
to camouflage his sinful failure he is kicking up a cloud of 
theological dust. 

Observe, however, the divine adroitness of our Saviour 
as in answer to this lawyer’s self-justifying inquiry He tells 
what seems to be a simple little story. It seems to be that— 
just a simple little story. But that simple little story is actu- 
ally a moral atom bomb. If detonated by the Holy Spirit, 
it will blow our smug and twisted Phariseeism into nothing- 
ness. In this simple little story our Lord asserts that 
neighbor-love—not a self-justifying conceit but a self-forget- 
ting concern, the kind of mercy exhibited by the good 
Samaritan—“foolishly” takes in everybody. The good Samari- 
tan was a good neighbor, Jesus tells us, because he was will- 
ing to help a stranger and a foreigner at that, a man who 
had no claim whatever upon his mercy; and he helped that 
man in spite of possible danger, in spite of difficulty and 
delay—yes, in spite of inconvenience and expense. 

Yet Jesus does more than assert the all-inclusiveness of 
neighbor-love. He turns the table on the self-justifying 
lawyer who is trying to side-step the duty of neighbor-love. 
And how subtly He does it! Though Jesus does indeed 
answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” that question 
is largely bypassed, and the issue is radically changed as 
the lawyer comes face to face with the probing question, 
“Am I truly a neighbor as God commands me to be?” 


William Tyndale saw this, and in his antiquated English 
but with penetrating exegesis he wrote in his sermon on 
The Wicked Mammon: 

The intent of the similitude is to show to whom a 
man is a neighbor, or who is a man’s neighbor, 
which is both one, and what it is to love a man’s 
neighbor as himself. The Samaritan holp him, and 
showed mercy as long as he was present; and when 
he could be no longer present, he left his money 
behind him, and if that were not sufficient, he 
left his credence to make good the rest; and forsook 
him not, as long as the other had need. Then said 
Christ, “Go, thou, and do likewise;” that is, without 
difference or respection of persons; whosoever need- 
eth thy help, him count thy neighbor, and his neigh- 
bor be thou, and show mercy on him as long as he 
needeth thy succor. and that is to love a man’s 
neighbor as himself. Neighbor is a word of love; 
and signifieth that a man should be ever nigh, and 
at hand, and ready to help in time of need. 


And as we ponder the story which Jesus told, we too are 
compelled, each one of us, to confront that probing ques- 
tion, “Am I truly a neighbor as God commands me to be?” 
We are compelled to inquire searchingly: “Do we love 
everybody? Are these hearts of ours big enough to hold a 
global concern? Though people live in Singapore rather 
than across the street, do we love them? Though people 
are Arabs rather than Americans, do we love them? Though 
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people are Mohammedans or fetish worshipers rather 
than Christians, do we love them? Are we really neighbors 
as God commands us to be?” 

One word, therefore, answers the question of that self- 
justifying lawyer, “Who is my neighbor?”—Everybody! 


II 

Shifting the focus of our thought somewhat, let us 
consider the duty of neighbor-love from a second perspec- 
tive. “Why are we to love?” Granting that the parable of 
the good Samaritan, if it means anything, means that we 
are to love everybody, can such a sweeping obligation be 
squared with commonsense? Is it not so sweeping as to be 
absurd, obviously impossible? What justification is there 
for such indiscriminate concern? Why, in fact, ought we 
to love people everywhere? Why ought we to love people 
who live far off as well as those who live nearby? Why 
ought we to love people with whom we are only very loosely 
bound in the bundle of life, sustaining no conscious rela- 
tionship whatever, sharing no mutual interests of any sort? 
How unnatural it is to demand a love like that! The natural 
thing is stated by our Lord in Luke’s Gospel (and scathingly 
denounced by Him too!): 

If ye love them which love you, what thank have 

ye? For sinners also love those that love them. And 

if ye do good to them which do good to you, what 

thank have ye? For sinners also do even the same. 

And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, 

what thank have ye? For sinners also lend to sin- 

ners, to receive as much again (vv. 32, 34). 
Well, admittedly a quid pro quo love is sinful, yet who 
can deny that it is the natural thing for us as sinners? And 
what good reason is there for us as sinners to love in any 
other way? 

God loves us in precisely the way which He commands us 
to love our neighbors. He loves unconditionally, indis- 
criminately and globally. He loves us although we have no 
claim upon His love: we are mere creatures, and creatures, 
moreover, in revolt against their Creator. God loves us 
although we do not in any least degree deserve His love: 
a finite love of even flawless obedience would not deserve 
the infinite love of God, and not one of us lives a life 
which remotely approximates flawless obedience. God 
loves us although He derives no profit from His love: He 
possesses all glory and beatitude in His infinite self-suffi- 
ciency, and we cannot add the fraction of an atom to His 
eternal blessedness. Yet God loves us anyway with an un- 
conditional, indiscriminate and global love. So Jesus says: 

Love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping 

for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, 

and ye shall be the children of the Highest: For He 

is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil (Lk. 

6:35). 
There we have it! God even loves His enemies, expecting 
no gratitude and no profit from His love. And since God 
loves like that, we ought to love like that! 

And if there is any lingering doubt concerning the 
reality of God’s love, study the fifth chapter of Romans, 
where the logic underlying the law of neighbor-love re- 
ceives its climactic exposition. Why ought we to love every- 
body? “When we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly” (v. 5). In love God died for us 
when we were ungodly rebels against His holy sovereignty. 
Why ought we to love everybody regardless of his nation- 
ality? “God commended His love toward us in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (v. 8). In love God 
died for us when we were sinful rebels against His holy 
sovereignty. Why ought we to love everybody even in 
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Fellowship vs. Ecumenicity; God's 
Ways—and Ours; Radiant Christianity 


VOCABULARY 


During the past two or three years I 
have tried to keep the whole church of 
Jesus Christ within my vision. The 
moment a believer in Christ begins to 
do this he finds his heart warmed and 
his outlook broadened. He has a new 
concept of the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the sweep of his vision goes 
farther out into the whole plan of God. 
This plan included the salvation of 
men and women from every kingdom, 
tongue, tribe and nation: One of the 
glories of Christianity is that it enters 
every society and transforms people as 
they are living in that society. This 
necessarily makes for a wide divergence 
of church-patterns throughout the world. 

For example there are many people 
in Europe who are staid, solid, digni- 
fied to a point that could hardly be un- 
derstood in the United States—French, 
Swiss, Belgians, Englishmen, Germans, 
who would run to put on their coats lest 
another man see them in their shirt 
sleeves. These people would be shocked 
beyond measure at the light form of 
services held in many churches in 
America. And there are many believers 
in Pentecostal assemblies who would be 
shocked at what they might call the 
lack of life in the more formal churches, 
not realizing that it is often not a 
question of life but a question of the 
formation of personality. 

I have had the opportunity, as few 
men in Christian work, to see many 
phases of Christian life and forms of 
worship throughout the world. I yearn 
for fellowship with the whole body of 
believers in whom Christ dwells through 
the Holy Spirit. I have come to the 
conclusion that all true believers have 
this yearning for wider fellowship and 
that many are afraid to let themselves 
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go into the love of God, fearing where 
its current might carry them. 

I find one phase of the church talk- 
ing about interdenominational and un- 
denominational fellowship, while others 
look askance at such fellowships, not 
feeling at home with the exuberance 
manifested in certain circles. At the 
other extremity I find men who talk 
about world conferences and ecumenical 
movements, while the first group looks 
askance at them lest their fellowship 
involve them in a Christianity expressed 
in a vocabulary with which they are un- 
familiar. 

So it is that the interdenominational- 
ists fight the ecumenicals and the ecu- 
menicals fight the interdenominational- 
ists. And yet the words, fundamentally, 
mean exactly the same thing. Thus we 
find Peter fighting Pedro and Pierre and 
Petros, when in reality they truly bear 
the same name in different languages. 

If we truly yield to the Lord, He will 
keep us in the center of His will—on 
that razor-edged delicate center—where 
we “hold fast the form of sound words” 
(2 Tim. 1:13), but “strive not about 
words to no profit” (2 Tim. 2:14). 


SUFFERING IN GOD’S FAMILY 


God’s ways are not ours. This was 
brought home to the Editor strikingly as 
he preached in Miami Beach in March. 
The day before the meetings opened 
the church had been the scene of the 
funeral of a five-year-old boy, son of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Cline, formerly 
Jews and now missionaries to Israel. 

Miami Beach is not a very easy place 
for a Jewish missionary, for although 
there are many thousands of Jews there 
they are those who have become very 
wealthy or are social climbers who go 
down for a brief stay in the shadow of 


the wealthy ones they ape. 

Charles Cline had been in the habit 
of taking his little boy to school every 
morning on the back of his bicycle. A 
car forced the father to swerve; a bus 
struck the bicycle and killed the boy in- 
stantly. He was an only child and by all 
testimonies a beautiful boy, brilliant 
and spiritual, already knowing many 
verses by heart, and testifying his child- 
ish faith in the Lord. The newspapers, 
of course, carried full accounts of the 
accident and mentioned the fact that 
the father was a converted Jew, preach- 
ing to the Jews. This immediately 
brought many questions from the Jews 
as to why his God had permitted such 
a thing to happen. The strength of his 
testimony sobered many of them and as 
he preached on the beach the largest 
crowd who had ever listened to him 
came and stood silent as he testified of 
his faith in Jesus Christ, and in the 
sovereignty of God who does all things 
well. The Eternity family will pray for 
this couple who have lost their only 
child, and we are all sure that God in 
His sovereign plan knows what He is 
doing and that He does all things well. 

There are thousands of similar cases 
of suffering, sickness, sorrow, sighing 
and sadness in the family of God which 
cause the heart to suffer. When any one 
member of the body suffers, the whole 
body suffers, and we. long with renewed 
longing for the day when our Lord shall 
come and bring us into the likeness of 
our Saviour. Only then will the groan- 
ing of the whole creation cease. 


THEIR FACES 


In early February of this year during 
a week of meetings in the First Baptist 
Church of San Diego, California,. an 
incident took place one morning that 
should bring an important lesson to 
Christians as to the necessity of abiding 
in the joy of the-Lord. When the morn- 
ing meeting was over we waited until 
the pastor finished an interview, He was: 
sitting down-in the front of the chapel 
talking to a woman, and we naturally 
supposed that it was a member of the 
morning audience who had stayed after 
the meeting for counseling. But when 
the true story was told it was one that 
thrilled us and made us even more glad 
that the joy of the Lord is our strength. 

The church is situated one block from 
the main street of the city, and when the 
meeting was dismissed, two or three 
hundred women left the church and 
walked the block to the main street. In 
the providence of God a woman, not a 
Christian, left the main street and 
walked the block toward the church, 
passing the groups of smiling women 
who had just left the Bible class. The 
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Holy Spirit convicted this lone pedes- 
trian, and when she reached the door 
of the chapel she turned impulsively in 
and asked to talk to the preacher and in 
a moment he was dealing with her. Her 
first words were, “I saw all these women 
coming out of here and I could tell by 
their faces that they were happy, and 
that they had something that I do not 
have.” Then there poured from her lips 
the tale of sin and misery of her life. 
Penitent, she received the comfort of 
the gospel, and it was not long before 
she laid hold upon the truth of Christ 
for herself, and, after an hour of hearing 
the witness, left the church a child of 
God through faith in the Saviour. 

What would a worldling see in your 
face? A Christian should always remem- 
ber that he or she is an ambassador for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and should be 
dressed as neatly as possible. But behind 
the good grooming and whatever cos- 
metics the Lord leads you to wear, there 
must be the greater cosmetics’ of the 
inner presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When He is acknowledged there must be 
joy in the heart,-and that joy cannot 
fail to come through. 

DELIVERY 

Nothing is delivered until it is in 
the hands of the one for whom it is 
intended. Western Union is responsible 
for the telegram until it has been signed 
for by the addressee or his agent. The 
Christian is responsible for the message 
of life unto life and death unto death 
(2 Cor. 2:16), until the sinner has re- 
ceived it. 

We must be very careful to make the 
message plain, and to see that it gets 
into the hands and consciousness of the 
individual. It is not enough to drop a 
leaflet into the hands of a man. He must 
be made to understand that God does 
not have anything against him. He must 
be aroused to seize the good news that 
his sins have all been paid for. We must 
be sure, above all, that we do not say 
one thing and allow him to think that 
we are sayiig something else. He must 
not be allowed to turn his ear to us for 
a moment with the thought, “Oh, he is 
saying something about religion; I sup- 
pose I should lead a better life.” He must 
have his senses shocked into an aware- 
ness of the incredible news that God 
justifies ungodly men. He must be made 
to stop his scrambling and rest quietly 
before the proclamation. 

A -teacher in New York City ques- 
tioned her little seven-year-olds care- 
fully after a lesson in learning the Lord’s 
prayer and found that one of her charges 
was saying, “Harold be Thy name,” an- 
other was saying, “Give us this day our 
jelly bread,” while a third was reciting, 
“Lead us not into Penn Station.” I find 
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it easy to believe this, for when I told 
the story in my church one of my 
deacons came to me and said that his 
little child had been praying, “Our 
Father in charge of Heaven.” In all 
cases the words had been taught, but 
had not been delivered, since they had 
not been understood. 

Thus it is that some men think that 
the gospel means that they have to do 
something. What this thing is they have 
to do differs in different cases: some 
think they have to pray, or to strive, or 
to repent, or to start keeping the com- 
mandments or something else that comes 
from the Adamic nature. 

The gospel has never really been de- 
livered until men understand that they 
must do nothing more than sit in their 
darkness and see the great light (Lk. 
1:79). That light is the realization of the 
declaration of grace: God does not have 
a thing against you because Christ bore 
your sins. Your sins have been removed 
and placed on the Saviour. Suddenly the 
one in darkness will say: “Why, God 
doesn’t have anything against me be- 
cause Christ bore my sins. My sins have 
been removed and placed on the Savi- 
our. 

Such is the true preaching of the cross. 
The man who will not come to Christ 
will simply call it foolishness (1 Cor. 
1:18}, and turn over in his darkness. 


ADORN THE DOCTRINE 

When a bride is adorned for the 
bridegroom, she is dressed in garments 
befitting the wedding. When we are told 
to adorn the doctrine of the Lord (Tit. 
2:10), we are being told to live in such 
a way that all that we do and say en- 
hances the glory of our heavenly bride- 
groom. If there is something that is not 
becoming to the Lord, it will clash with 
all that He is and all that He wants us 
to be. A woman knows when a hat is 
“becoming.” It “does something for her.” 
It brings out her best points, it accentu- 
ates her best lines, it reveals her beauties. 
It is thus that we must be becoming to 
our Saviour. After all “it became him, 
for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings” 
(Heb. 2:10). So if it was becoming to 
God to put Christ to death on the cross, 
it is becoming for us to adorn the doc- 
trine of the Lord in all things, even in 
the little things, lest we give a false im- 
pression of Him. 

I thought of this some time ago when 
I reached a certain city and the church 
where I was to minister for a few days, 
and received the letters and messages 
that were awaiting me. I riffled through 
the envelopes, noting the senders and 
the handwriting, and then came to a 





message asking me to telephone a cer- 
tain number. That message was written 
in a scrawl that was almost illegible, and 
I remembered, afterwards, that I had 
frowned with some annoyance while I 
was seeking to decipher the message. 
Because it was written in such an ugly 
scrawl I thrust it into my pocket and 
did not telephone the number. 

A day passed, and I was finally reached 
by a young couple who had been mem- 
bers of my church when they had lived 
in Philadelphia. They were now living 
in another city and wished to entertain 
me. They did so, and I had some of the 
finest Christian fellowship I had had in 
many a day. During the course of our 
dinner they mentioned that they had 
left word at the church for me to tele- 
phone them, and when I pulled the 
memorandum from my pocket it was 
their message. I had almost bypassed the 
visit, the dinner and the fellowship be- 
cause I was put off by the scrawl in 
which the message had been brought to 
me. I will admit that it was stupid, but 
the human race is filled with such 
stupidities. 

As I pondered over the incident I de- 
cided that I wish to present the message 
of Christ in such a way that no one will 
be tempted to turn away from Him, His 
blessings and His glories, because they 
think my message is a scrawl. 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

In a book of religious questions and 
answers, published in Boston about a 
century ago, is the following: “Is it right 
to refuse to license a man to preach be- 
cause of sins committed before his con- 
version, sins which God has forgiven?” 
The answer given by the forgotten au- 
thor reads in part: “There are sins which 
cast a long shadow after they have been 
forgiven, by reason of which I would not 
vote for men’s admission to the office of 
the sacred ministry. If Aaron Burr had 
been soundly converted after killing 
Alexander Hamilton, and had applied 
for a license to preach, the church which 
refused his application would have acted 
wisely . . .” 

This answer caused me to reflect on 
Moses, the murderer, in whose hands 
God later put the tables of the command- 
ments, including the phrase “Thou shalt 
not kill.” It made me think of David 
who committed murder to protect his 
adultery, and in whose lips God later 
sang some of the noblest of the Psalms. 
It made me think of Paul who breathed 
forth threatening and slaughter, and 
who, after his sound conversion, was 
made the great apostle and channel of 
the inspired Scriptures. Most of the 
great ministers of history have passed 
through experience such as that recorded 
in Jonah, “And the word of the Lord 
came unto Jonah the second time .. .” 
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India’s Hostility to Missionaries 


Grows as Hindu 


In spite of the guarantees of religious 
freedom in the Indian constitution and 
the recent statements that U. S. mission- 
aries were wanted in India (See ETER- 
NITY, Jan., 1954), pressures from the 
Hindu majority on that nation’s govern- 
ment are threatening the continuance 
of missionary activity. 

The debate on this vital matter in 
India’s Lower House of Parliament has 
revealed some of the smoldering resent- 
ment against Christian missionary enter- 
prise. 

Deputy Home Minister Balwant Na- 
gesh Datar declared that the right to 
propagate religion, as well as other 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution, 
applies only to nationals. 

This position was strongly contested 
by Christian members of the House who 
maintained that constitutional rights ap- 
ply equally to all and that the right to 
propagate religion has no meaning at 
all without the right to convert. 

Maniben Patel, daughter of the late 
Sardar Patel, former power in the Con- 
gress party, asked the government to 
investigate all Christian missionary ac- 
tivities, accusing them of damaging 
Hindu temples in Travancore-Cochin 
and discriminating against Hindu nurses 
in Christian hospitals. 

But the bitterness of Hinduism 
against Christianity was stated most 
clearly by Home Minister Kailas Nath 
Katju. Basing his arguments on the posi- 
tion taken by Gandhi, Katju declared: 

“If you come here into free India, 
saying, ‘My faith is good, your faith is 
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hopeless, your faith is utter idolatry’ . . . 
then it will not be a question of religion; 
it will be a question of law and order. 
People will not tolerate this.” 

Most repellent to many of those in 
high official places is the idea of evan- 
gelistic missionaries. They are quite will- 
ing to welcome professional people, 
technicians and others offering social 
service, they say. 

Although Indian authorities say there 
are almost twice as many missionaries 
working there now as under British rule, 
many missionary organizations state 
that they are unable to obtain visas for 
both new and returning workers. 


London Campaign Ends 


Billy Graham’s Greater London Crt- 
sade was scheduled to close May 22 with 
a huge open air service in Wembley 
Stadium, site of the 1948 Olympic 
Games. It was predicted that aggregate 
attendance for the London campaign 
would top the million mark, highest 
figure ever reached in any of Graham’s 
campaigns. 

If it all turns out as planned, there 
will be two mass meetings on the con- 
cluding day: a service at 3 p.m. in White 
City Stadium, seating 75,000 and the 
Wembley service at 6 p.m. 

He plans huge rallies in five centers 
on the Continent before returning to the 
U. S. late in June. 

Before the Wembley service, Graham 
had risked the inclement British weather 
to hold two outdoor services. On April 
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from the base of Nelson’s monument in 
Trafalgar Square. 

Then on Good Friday, April 16, some 
40,000 persons—some newspapers esti- 
mated the throng at 50,000—gathered 
in Hyde Park. 

Graham told the throng that he had 
listened to a debate in the House of 
Commons on the hydrogen bomb and 
“came away with the feeling that civil- 
ization is doomed unless we can find a 
solution to our problems in the next 
few months or years.” 

“The hope of the present time,” he 
said, “is in the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

By mid April the treasurer of the 
London crusade announced to the even- 
ing crowd in Harringay Arena that all 
expenses of the vast and costly meetings 
had been met. 

Although Graham seemed to have 
started off on the wrong foot by inad- 
vertently blaming most of Britain's ills 
on socialism, there was mounting evi- 
dence that the American evangelist had 
made a profound impression upon the 
British. , 

In the early days of the meetings the 
Church of England stood aloof from the 
venture but as attendance continued to 
hold up, more and more Anglican digni- 
taries appeared on the Harringay plat- 
form and openly commended the evan- 
gelist’s efforts. a 

Then Graham was invited to have tea 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury at 
Lambeth Palace, official residence of the 
highest prelate in the Church of Eng- 
land. 

And the London Times, not given to 
effusive statements, declared: “The four 
weeks during which Mr. Billy Graham's 
Greater -London Crusade have been 
running, each week day, in Harringay 
arena, have seen much stocktaking. Mr. 
Graham himself, with the help of lieu- 








A vast ocean of people, estimated at more than 40,000, hear Billy Graham on Good Friday in London's Hyde Park. 
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tenants and a large office staff who re- 
duce everything to businesslike proce- 
dures, has been taking stock of Britain 
and its response to him: Protestant 
clergy and the religious press have been 
taking stock of Mr. Graham. On both 
accounts, the American evangelist and 
everybody associated with him seem to 
be thoroughly justified in the satisfac- 
tion they are feeling.” 

Christians around the world were im- 
pressed with the high percentage of de- 
cisions for Christ which came spontane- 
ously without pressure. Percentage-wise 
the tangible results of the British cam- 
paign were better than any Billy Gra- 
ham has experienced in his entire 
career. 


Moslem Terror in Indonesia 

Growing terrorization of Christians 
in southern Celebes by roving bands of 
Moslem fanatics is causing great concern 
to Christian leaders in Indonesia. 

Forced conversions to Islam, murder 
and maltreatment of Christians was 
described in a documented report to the 
Indonesian Parliament by Dr. A. M. 
Tambunan, chairman of the Parkindo 
(Indonesian Christian Party) faction. 
More than a score of churches in the 
area have been forcibly closed or con- 
verted to mosques by the “rebel” Mos- 
lem groups. Thousands of Bibles have 
been burned and torn into strips for 
ch t . 

et Mali i, 225 miles northeast of the 
Celebes capital Macassar, 6,500 Chris- 
tians were forced by roving bands to ac- 
cept Islam under threat of death, the 


report said. It added that many others, ’ 


including prominent government ad- 
mifistrative officers, have been either 
murdered or kidnaped and tortured. 

“These deplorable events are increas- 
ing in number every day,” Dr. Tambu- 
nan said. 

Expressing the government's regret, 
Dr. Wongsonegoro, deputy premier and 
chief of security operations, indicated 
the Moslem bands virtually control the 
area. Celebes and the neighboring island 
of Amboina are the major centers of 
Christian concentration in Indonesia. 
Both were the scene of mass conversions 
in the latter part of the 19th Century 
and their peoples have remained firmly 
Christian. 

Reports similar to that submitted by 
Dr. Tambunan have been made from 
time to time in recent years. They arise 
from the activities of an irregular or- 
ganization of Islamic extremists called 
GRI which is believed to be headed by 
Kahar Muzakkar who also is unofficially 
reported to be head of Darul Islam, 
which seeks to establish an all-Moslem 
Indonesian state. 

Philippine ‘Reformation’ 

The story of the existence of a vast 
reformation church in the “Roman 
Catholic” Philippines has come to light 
through Orient Crusades, an American 
missionary organization. 

The sleeping giant of the Philippine 
Islands, with a membership of more 
than two million, is known as the 
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Members of the Philippine Independent Church hear the Word of God read in 





their church for the first time in its history. 


Philippine Independent Church and 
its origin dates back fifty years when 
Bishop Aglipay broke with the Church 
of Rome shortly after the end of the 
Spanish-American War. 

Bishop Aglipay 
moved out from 
under Roman dom- 
ination with a con- 
stituency of three 
million—about one 
third of the popu- 
lation of the Phil- 
ippines at that 
time. However, the 
Roman Church 
succeeded in obtain- 

CULVER ing possession of 
the property and the newly-born move- 
ment was bereft of all its possessions. 

Bishop Aglipay circled the globe three 
times in an effort to gain help for his 
people. Finally, the Unitarians of New 
York came to his rescue but with their 
help they brought their heresy. Under 
this influence the Philippine Independ- 
ent Church lost ground and the mem- 
bership withered. 

But in 1947 some of their leaders took 
stock of the situation. They threw out 
their false doctrines and reasserted the 
doctrine of the Trinity. They estab- 
lished that “salvation is obtained only 
through faith in Jesus Christ.” They 
denounced the Pope. 

They realized the need for a trained 
ministry. There were 339 priests, most 
of whom had never read the Bible, 
much less owned one. That year the 
American Episcopal Church opened the 
doors of her seminary in Manila to the 
future priests of the Independent 
Church. 

Since the conclusion of World War II 
the present leadership of the dissident 
church came into contact with Dick 
Hillis and Ellsworth Culver, who had 
inaugurated a highly successful Bible 
study program on the island of Formosa. 





Supreme Bishop Isabelo de los Reyes, 
highest prelate of the Philippine Inde- 
pendent Church, told the young men of 
Orient Crusades that their program 
fitted the deep needs of his people. 

“During the next few weeks I spent 
much time with Bishop de los Reyes in 
conferences, planning the crusade that 
would make the reformation move- 
ment complete by distributing the 
Scriptures and inaugurating the Bible 
study program in their churches,” Cul- 
ver explained. 

“We wanted to be sure there were no 
hidden obstacles. We felt we should 
speak plainly the kind of message we 
preached and likened it to the gospel 
that Christ preached when he told Nico- 
demus he had to be born again. I asked 
Bishop de los Reyes, ‘Sir, do you have 
any objections if we preach that kind 
of a message?’ I will never forget the 
answer. He smiled and said, “That is my 
favorite verse. Whenever I baptize some- 
one I quote that verse.’” 

Two million gospels are being sup- 
plied by the World Gospel Crusades. 
Young men in the U. S. have offered 
themselves for service in the reforma- 
tion movement and an efficient pro- 
gram has been launched by Orient 
Crusades. 

The Roman Catholic Church is 
alarmed, according to Culver. He re- 
ported that one bishop had stated that 
if the Roman Catholics did not take 
action, the Philippines would be a 
Protestant nation in the next five years. 
Christian College for Japan 

Plans for the establishment of an ev- 
angelical Christian college near Tokyo 
by April, 1955, were announced in 
Tokyo by the Rev. Donald E. Hoke, 
former assistant to the president of 
Columbia (S. C.) Bible College. 

Hoke said that purchase of a suitable 
site is being negotiated and that students 
at Columbia Bible College are conduct- 
ing a drive to raise $8,000 by June for 
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the proposed institution to be known as 
Japan Christian College. 

The new school will offer a four-year 
curriculum leading to a bachelor of 
arts degree, with majors in theology and 
education, he said, but “other fields of 
study will be added yearly as the need 
arises and facilities become available.” 
Evangelical missionary leaders in Japan 
have held two council meetings to map 
plans for the college, Hoke added. 

The idea for an evangelical Christian 
college in the Orient was conceived 
about ten years ago by Dr. Fred Jarvis, 
a missionary to China. He brought the 
plan to Japan following his expulsion 
from China by the Communists after 
the war, Hoke said. 


Appelman Stirs Mexico City 


Major Mexico City newspapers, for 
the first time in the history of the Re- 
public, headlined the recent evangelis- 
tic campaign of Dr. Hyman Appelman 
of Kansas City, noted U. S. evangelist. 
The much-heralded Appelman meetings 
climaxed a series of meetings conducted 
during February and March by the ev- 
angelist under the sponsorship of na- 
tional pastors and missionaries in San 
Jose, Costa Rica; Managua, Nicaragua; 
and Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

More than five thousand conversions 
and additions to evangelical churches 
were recorded during the six-week Latin 
American campaign, according to Appel- 
man’s Kansas City headquarters. 

The results of the campaign were 
more impressive when it is realized 
that Evangelist Appelman does not 
speak Spanish. He was aided during the 
entire tour by the Rev. Nelson Velasco, 
secretary for evangelism of the Method- 
ist Church of Mexico, who served as 
interpreter. 

A committee composed of leading 
Mexican business men and army off- 
cers have invited Appelman to return 
in 1955 for a preaching tour of principal 
Mexican cities. The group has promised 
to provide large tabernacles for the 
evangelistic tour. Leaders in other Latin 
American countries have invited him 
to conduct campaigns. Most urgent are 
requests from Argentina, Peru, Hon- 
duras and San Salvador. 


100 Lands Get Gospel Records 


With the help of volunteers from 
many churches, Gospel Recordings, Inc., 
has sent simplified Bible messages to 
more than 100 countries. 

This specialized evangelical mission- 
ary organization, which has its head- 
quarters in Los Angeles, has announced 
that 8,850 inexpensive phonographs and 
648,400 records have been dispatched 
since it was founded in 1939. 

Records in more than 500 tongues 
have been pressed and sent free to 
missionaries on every continent. Most of 
them are prepared in the field by na- 
tives translating from an English script 
prepared in Los Angeles. 

A typical record contains a sermon- 
ette, Scripture reading or hymns with 
a Bible message at the end. Some records 
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David, five-year-old son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Cline of Miami Beach, who was killed 
while riding on the back of his father’s bicycle. 
The parents of the boy are converted Jews 
who are serving as missionaries to Israel. See 
the editorial, “Suffering in God’s Family,” on 
page 15. 


* eB - 
ie Seta 


develop a dialogue on a gospel theme, 
simplified and made realistic as possible 
for unsophisticated ears. 

Hymns are not well received if they 
sound too foreign to individuals trained 
to the rhythmic beat of tribal music, 
but they prove more acceptable as re- 
ligious training progresses. 

Gospel Recordings was started by Joy 
Ridderhof, a missionary forced into 
semi-retirement by failing health. 


Boca Raton Reports Growth 

An increasing number of evangelical 
organizations and denominations have 
indicated they will hold winter conven- 
tions in 1955 at the Boca Raton Con- 
ference Grounds in Florida, according 
to Ira Lee Eshleman, president. 


Dr. Raymond I. Lindquist, pastor of 





Hollywood 
gets some final adjustments from volunteers, Beverly 


Among the groups now negotiating 
for periods next winter are the Evan- 
gelical Covenant Church, Evangelical 
Free Church, Moody Bible Institute,’ , 
Providence-Barrington Bible ‘College 
and Youth for Christ International. .. 
New Head of Leprosy Missions 

The Rev. Harold Hayes Henderson, 
a missionary in Korea for more than 
20 years, has been named general secre- 
tary of American Leprosy Missions of 
New York. He succeeds Dr. Eugene R. 
Kellersberger, who retired on Dec. 1. 

Dr. Henderson formerly headed the 
Committee on Resettlement Services of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
He will assume his new post on July 1. 

The Editor of Ererniry was a class- 
mate of Dr. Henderson at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

American Leprosy Missions aids or 
maintains 166 settlements and clinics 
in 32 countries, where 50,000 patients 
live or receive treatment. The work is 
carried on in cooperation with 62 Pro- 
testant denominational or interdenom- 
inational groups. 

Chicago Christian Center 

Title to a five-story Loop building 
has been transferred to the Christian: 
Business Men’s Committee of Chicago. 
Frank W. Sheriff, executive secretary, 
said the purchase price was $250,000. 
The structure is located at 108 N. Dear- 
born St. 

The committee plans a $40,000 altera- 
tion program to convert the building 
into a center for Christian services and 
headquarters for religious organizations. 

Sheriff said a ground floor “Faith 
Chapel” will be built for noonday serv- 
ices now held in the committee’s Vic- 
tory Center at leased quarters nearby. 
The group also plans regular evening 
meetings in the chapel. 






box will sound forth the gospel message in one of 500 languages in which gospel records are 


now available. 








JUNGLE DOCTOR LOOKS FOR TROUBLE* 


VYAM 


By Paul White 


A Story based on the Jungle doctor's experience 


tle Monkey 









as a medical missionary in Tanganyika, East Africa 


SYNOPSIS 


Simba, an African. Christian, is recovering from a wound in the 
missionary hospital after his rescue from the hostile village of 
Chief M’bovu. Hezeroni, the postman, brings news of subsequent 
events in the village where a girl said to be bewitched by Simba 
has died. Violence threatens to flare up against the missionaries. 
Jungle doctor plans to visit the village when he hears the chief 
is ill, but returns without treating him when he finds the village 
engaged in sacrificing to the ancestors. 


N the half light of dusk we crept along the dangerous 

path through thornbush, and found our way into the 

river-bed, walking along the dry sand. Suddenly, behind 
us and very near, came the eerie cry of a hyena. Hezeroni 
gripped his spear tightly. 

“Yah, Bwana, heh, it is a noise of no joy that mbisi makes. 
Let us move with speed.” 

We came out of the river-bed and in the darkness came 
on to the usual path. As we made our way back up the hill, 
we could see the lights of the hospital, friendly, beckoning. 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, “it is good to look up at those 
lights, Bwana, and to know that they mean home.” 

Against the night sky I could see my companion nodding 
his head, while in the background came strongly on the 
evening breeze the rhythm of the drums. 

Suddenly out of the deep shadow a shaggy head appeared 
and two long arms came out at Hezeroni. He drew back his 
spear. I grabbed his arm as a deep voice said: 

“Heh, it is only I, N’yani, the monkey.” 

I switched on my small flashlight and there on the path 
was a pathetic figure. From his waist up, a man of splendid 
development, but his legs were mere sticks—wasted things, 
unspéakably crippled. 


* This is the fourth installment of an exciting African adventure story. 
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“Yah,” said Hezeroni, “heh, I had fear when I saw you 
there. I thought, ‘Koh, it is chewi, the leopard.’” 

“Kah,” laughed the cripple, “it is only I, N’yani, whom 
people call the monkey. Do I not walk with my hands? Do 


--f not walk at night to avoid the laughter of those who walk 


on feet?” 

I shone the flashlight down and I could see the pads made 
from old pieces of tire which he wore on his twisted knees, 
and on his hands. He moved forward with us, going at a 
surprising rate. 

“Bwana,” he said, “I saw a child who was blind. I saw him 
walk past my house. Did I not watch through the cracks in 
the wall? Do I not see many things? Heh, do not my ears 
hear many things? You sit in the dark, Bwana. You be 
such as I am and you too would watch and listen. It is my 
life.” 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, “and, Bwana, I have heard the 
words that there is nobody in all our tribe who has greater 
skill in the making of mats than N’yani here.” 

“Kah,” said the cripple, “Bwana, I can make mats with 
my eyes shut. My hands know the way, but, Bwana, I have 
come to your hospital, for I thought that if you could cure 
a child’s eye, it might be that you could give strength to a 
man’s legs.” 

“Heh,” I said, “surely we will try. We will see what can 
be done for you. Behold, we will have N’yani, the monkey, 
in the bed next door to Simba, the. lion!” 

Hezeroni chuckled. 

“Bwana,” said N’yani, “I have come because the Chief has 
said that nobody from our village shall visit the hospital. 
Is not N’goma the witch-doctor of our village? Shall we not 
go to him?” 

N’yani stopped. I could hear him spit in the darkness. 
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“Yah,” he said, “I have had charms about my neck; I 
have had charms around my waist; I have swallowed charms; 
there were charms in my ears; there were charms around 
my ankles. Kah, Bwana, no strength has come to my legs, 
nor any strength to my limbs. Nor does the pain up my 
back grow any less. Yah, Bwana, so when the Chief made 
this order saying no one shall go, I said to myself, ‘I will 
go.’” He chuckled. “I needed something like that to stir 
my anger, to make me make up my mind, and, Bwana, I 
have come.” 

He went through the gates of the hospital in time to hear 
Simba active on his ilimba. N’yani crouched in a corner 
while a hurricane-lantern was brought for me to make an 
examination. From the room next door suddenly came sing- 
ing. As they swung into the chorus N’yani slowly translated 
the Swahili back into Chigogo. 

His strong hand reached out and touched me on the knee. 

“Bwana,” he said, “heh, it has a sound of joy about it. 
They are not the words that I hear round the fire in our 
village. I heard a song the other night, Bwana, which told 
of the things which you do in the hospital. How you cut 
out people’s eyes, make them into medicine, and then put 
the eyes back. How you have a strong medicine that keeps 
people from screaming when their pain is very great. How 
you have medicines that turn people’s insides to water.” 

“Heh,” I said, “those are the songs written by N’goma, 
or by M’bovu himself. They have no joy in our work here, 
for there is no profit in charms that do not work when we 
have the medicines that take away pain.” 

“Heh,” said N’yani, “those are words of truth, Bwana, 
but can you take away my pain?” 

Daudi arrived with a lantern. 

“Yah, Bwana, I am glad you have come back from that 
village. Did you give M’bovu any medicine?” 

“Uh, uh,” I shook my head, “uh, uh. He was making 
itumbiko—a sacrifice. We merely watched, but we have 
brought one from that village whom we will help.” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, “I have heard of N’yani. Is not he 
the one who knows everything that happens in the village?” 

The cripple cowered back. 

“Have no fear,” I said. “Daudi is my friend and my 
helper. He will also be your friend and your helper.” 

“Daudi, help him up on this examination bed.” 

Together we lifted him. He was covered with an irritating 
skin disease which he scratched incessantly. One big hand 
went over his shoulder, the other behind him, trying to 
reach the spot in the middle of his back, but there was a 
clear two inches that he could not reach. Daudi grinned 
and scratched the spot for him. 

N’yani smiled. “Yah, truly he is a friend and helper. Does 
he not scratch the spot that irritates which is beyond my 
reach?” 

They laughed. I examined his legs. Although there was 
quite a deal of gnarling of the joints, his nerves were en- 
tirely intact. His muscles had almost disappeared from 
disuse. Daudi looked over my shoulder. 

“Bwana, is there anything we can do?” 

“Heh, quite a lot. First we must get his story. Tell me, 
N’yani, why did your legs get like this?” 

“Kah, Bwana, it was the days of the great rains. My wis- 
dom went from me, and did not N’goma beat me with the 
glowing stick?” 

I could see scars on his foot and leg. Apparently the 
witch-doctor, driving out the malignant spirits of the an- 
cestors, had burnt his feet so that he had not walked. In 
the delirium of malaria his legs had drawn up and had 
stayed there. Moving round on his hands had pushed 


them more and more out of position until there he was, a 
wreck that need not have been a wreck, and a wreck that 
could be righted, at any rate to some degree. 

Yacobo came into the ward. “Bwana, will we put N’yani . 
in the ward?” 

“Heh, first of all though, he must be bathed.” N’yani 
drew back. 

“Uh, uh, that is not my custom.” 

“Heh,” said Daudi, “it is a very comforting custom. It 
removes the itch, also it is a way of making your skin much 
more comfortable. Come, I will show you how it is done.” 

He grinned at me, and I watched khaki-clad African 
dispenser and that pathetic monument to the witch-doctor’s 
art move away across the courtyard. 

The next afternoon I came into the ward to do my 
routine round. I had a look at Simba’s leg. His temperature 
was down. Everything seemed to be in order. 

“Heh, Bwana,” he said, “I have no pain.” 

“Hongo, before long we will be able to get you up. 
But... . not:. .. before... .3... téll...i » you” 

Simba laughed. I turned to the next bed. 

“Heh,” said a spruce-looking African, his hair duly shaved 
off and his scalp shining from the effects of peanut oil 
worked thoroughly in, “Bwana, do you not greet me?” 

“Yah,” I said, “have I seen you before?” 

He was dressed in a pyjama coat, somewhat worn, but 
still showing a nice collection of big red spots. 

“Am I not N’yani? Did I not meet you?” 

“Hongo,” I said, “you look different already. Heh, behold, 
we should be able to give you much help. Lie there quietly 
and in a few days’ time when we have put more strength 
into your body and chased out the dudus of malaria, then 
I will take you to the place of operation, and we will help 
your leg.” 

“Hodi,” said a voice at the door, and a girl of about 
fourteen came in, bringing a basket containing African 
porridge. This she gave to N’yani and went out. 

“Hongo,” I said, “one of your relations?” 

“Uh, uh, Bwana. She is a girl from the village of M’bovu. 
There are those that say she is a relation of M’bovu him- 
self. When he had great rage not long ago, and had drunk 
much beer, he hit her very hard on the head with his 
knobbed stick. Since then, Bwana, she has had fits. Her 
hands and her face shake like a bird in flight. There are 
those who have fear of her. They say she is bewitched, but, 
Bwana, I know better. She would sit with me while I 
made mats. I would tell her the stories of the tribe. Heh, 
Bwana, and she had kindness to me. ‘Are you not weak,’ 
she said, ‘from the middle down and I am weak from the 
middle up? Shall we not help one another?’ So I taught 
her to make mats and she brought food to me, and yah, she 
brought me much news.” 

Simba, in the next bed, was twanging away at his ilimba. 

“Bwana,” he said, “I have a new song. It is about a blind 
man called Bartimiyo. It comes from the words of God. Let 
me sing it to you.” 

“Heh,” I said, “you may sing.” 

As he-finished, N’yani turned round and ‘said, “Yah, these 
are words that I would hear.” 

“Heh,” said Simba, “these are the words that bring life. 
They have brought life to me. Kumbe, it is not a hard 
thing to tell of the things you know, and I know that God 
helps me every day. Has not my life been in great danger 
twice, and each time has not God helped? We worship no 
snakes smeared with butter, nor strange insects with peculiar 
legs like sticks, nor calves with two heads, but we worship 
God. We understand Him because His Son came to earth 

(Continued on page 38) 
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CHAPTER 8,part 1 


MAN, A CASUALTY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


a temptation to spend time in discussing the many 

doctrines which, in the chronological unfolding of 
Biblical truth, take their root here. And such teaching is 
necessary for the growth in knowledge of the student of 
the Bible. If he has any grasp of these doctrines, he will 
find that they clarify many other portions of the Scriptures. 
If he comes to the rest of the Book without this groundwork, 
he will be unsure in his conclusions. The very foundations 
of the Christian faith are laid here. 
Doctrine in Embryo 

Within this chapter almost all of the great doctrines 

which appear in the remaining portion of the Bible are to 
be found in embryo. One writer has summarized it as 
follows: “Here commences the great drama which is being 
enacted on the stage of human history, and which well-nigh 
six thousand years have not yet completed. Here we find 
the divine explanation of the present fallen and ruined 
condition of our race. Here we learn of the subtle devices 
of our enemy, the devil. Here we behold the utter power- 
lessness of man to walk in the path of righteousness when 
divine grace is withheld from him. Here we discover the 
spiritual effects of sin—man seeking to fiee from God. Here 
we discern the attitude of God toward the guilty sinner. 
Here we mark the universal tendency of human nature to 
cover its own moral shame by a device of man’s own handi- 
work. Here we are taught of the gracious provision which 
God has made to meet our great need. Here begins that 
marvelous stream of prophecy which runs all through the 
Holy Scripture. Here we learn that man cannot approach 
God except through a mediator.” All of this and more is 
to be found in this wonderful chapter, and the student will 
do well to get all the light he can on these subjects. But 
we must not succumb to the temptation to diverge into 
byways, interesting as the prospect may be. 


W:: we come to the third chapter of Genesis, there is 


The Nature of Satan 


Our subject is the rebellion of Satan and the consequent 
ramifications in the realm of angels and man, and the final 
putting down of all revolt and power that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God. In this chapter we are par- 
ticularly concerned with the fall of man. 

As we proceed with the ordered reading of the Bible, 
we come now to the first mention of the devil. When he 
appears, he is already a malignant being, hateful and hating, 
manifesting himself as the seducer. This fact alone should 
have caused all thinking men to wonder at his nature and 
to search elsewhere in the Scriptures for knowledge of his 
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origin and how he became what we here see him to be. 

At this moment there were still but two wills in the 
universe, God’s will and the devil’s will. Man’s will was yet 
in harmony with the will of the Creator. The plan of the 
serpent in the temptation was to get man to change sides 
in the conflict: He would thereby increase the number of 
his followers which he had obtained in his original rebellion 
against God, and would thus tighten his hold as possessor 
of the earth by having on his side those who were to replace 
(for this is the significance of “replenish” in Gen. 1:28) 
the inhabitants of the earth in its original state and who 
had been removed by the first judgment from their 
possession. ' 


A Twofold Objective 


So the enemy’s objective in the battle of the garden of 
Eden was twofold. He wished to detach man frem God, but 
he also wished to attach man to himself. Man is dependent 
upon God and if that dependence is destroyed something 
must take its place; the devil hoped that it would be a 
dependence upon himself. It may be wondered whether he 
had anticipated that man would not only desire independ- 
ence of God, but that he would aspire to be self-sufficient. 
Even the angels who had followed him in the fall must, 
by now, have known many of the difficulties of independ- 
ence. That man, created lower than the angels, should 
presume to rely upon himself alone, might not even have 
occurred to the lowest of the angels. Lucifer had under- 
estimated the arrogance of willfulness, though he himself 
possessed it in its highest degree. Willfulness does not have 
the wingspread to carry the weight of a creature; neverthe- 
less the creature would launch out from its high place no 
matter where the fall might take it. 

The devil was to succeed in detaching man from God. 
But, although he led man away from the place of divine 
blessing, he did not lead him into his own camp either as 
a subject or ally. On the contrary, man was moved to the 
third point of a triangle; and the tensions that would be 
established along the lines between these opposing focal 
centers of will would ultimately set the stage for Satan’s 
destruction. The Serpent led man away from God, but 
he led himself into a trap. Man away from God, but alsw 
away from Satan, was to be the channel of Satan’s over- 
throw. Pyrrhus defeated the Romans at a cost so staggering 
to himself that his appraisal of the victory has become the 
standard measurement of certain costly defeats: “Another 
such victory and Pyrrhus will be destroyed.” So at the very 
best, in Satan’s accounting, the fall of man was a defeat 
for God’s enemy. 
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Defeat in Victory 


It is very important that we note the nature of Lucifer’s 
objective, for we shall be better able to judge the nature of 
his defeat. He grasped at ove thing and missed it; the fact 
that he held something else for a moment was not victory. 
Missing what he had reached for in the first place contri- 
buted to his destruction. There are many parallels in his- 
tory. One of the most notable, because its consequences were 
so vast, was Hitler’s declaration of objective after he made 
war on Russia. He announced, during the course of the 
first autumn, that Germany was achieving the great objec- 
tives of the campaign: the occupation of Russian territory 
and resources and the destruction of the Russian armies. 
Most significantly, he said that though they won battle 
after battle and occupied area after area, their warfare 
would be a failure if they did not destroy the Russian 
armies. This had to be the supreme objective without which 
the seeming triumphs would be hollow victories indeed. 
How right he was came out in the years that followed. The 
Germans pushed all the way to the Volga. There were 
dozens of victories to be celebrated in Berlin, but failing 
to destroy the Russian armies they were themselves de- 
stroyed. 


Adam’s Fall 


In seeking to accomplish his double objective of frustrat- 
ing God and enhancing his own position, the devil attacked 
the fitst pair in the only way in which there could have 
been any possibility of success. We cannot judge his methods 
by our present experience because of the revolutionary 
change in human nature which became operative when man 
departed from God. Since the fall, man may be attacked 
from any one of three avenues: sin may approach him from 
the flesh, the world, or the devil. In the garden of Eden, 
this was not the case. Man had not fallen, so did not yet 
have the flesh in its present evil form dwelling within his 
bosom to act as a fifth column in aiding Satan. The world 
of man—with a multitude of fallen natures reacting upon 
each other and competing for power and prominence—had 
not yet sprung up. The only way was for Satan to come 
with his own forces and to seek to detach man from de- 
pendence upon God and-—this is very important—to get man 
attached to the cause of Satan. None of his minions was 
entrusted with the task. He deemed the matter of sufficient 
importance to undertake it personally. 

The first point of enemy strategy was easily obtained: 
man fell. Satan would like man to believe that he succeeded 
in the second also, and that man is now a dependent of this 
evil master. But such is not the case. Adam did not sell his 
soul and that of the race to the devil. Satan by the fall did 
not become master of the human race. Such ideas are not 
Biblical in any way. There are many such notions which 
the masses of people hold by absorption from secular 
literature, but spiritual truth comes in quite another way, 
by divine revelation (1 Cor. 2:9-13). The idea of soul- 
selling is an ancient one and is part of Satanic theology 
which we will study more closely when we come to look 
more closely at what the Scripture calls his “devices.” 


The Serpent in Eden 


When we read that Satan appeared as a serpent, we are 
inclined to think of the incident in terms of the reptiles 
which we know and which most people instinctively fear. 
We must erase this thought from our mind and project 
ourselves to the historical moment, considering this mouth- 
piece of Lucifer as Eve encountered him. The fear and 
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dread of man had not yet come upon the animal world, 
for this was imposed by God as a part of the judgment at 


the time of the flood (Gen. 9:2). As Adam and Eve moved : 


in their domain they were surrounded by the animals which 


Adam had previously named as God paraded each kind’ 


in his presence to see what he would call it (Gen. 2419, 20). 
There is evidence that the serpent was the most wonderful 
of all the creatures. Our text says that it was more “subtil” 
than any beast of the field. This is the only place that this 
Hebrew word is translated “subtil”; elsewhere it is rendered 
“prudent” eight times and “crafty” twice. 

The revealing factor in the analysis of the serpent’s being 
is the name of the animal itself. In Hebrew nachash has 
been traced by scholars to two different roots: the one 
which means to hiss, to whisper, and which is used in the 
Bible for the whisperings of the soothsayers and the en- 
chantments of the sorcerers; and the other which means 
to shine, and which has given the derivitives “brass” and 
“money” and, figuratively, “fetters” or “bonds” and also 
that which is “ignoble.” It is quite a suggestive group of 
words to contemplate as coming from one source. When 
the possessed serpent approached Eve, it was the “shining 
one.” And we must think of it in terms of splendor and 
of the impression of beauty and awe that it made on Eve. 

The link with Satanic power is found through two. other 
words in the Scripture: seraph and Lucifer. The seraphim 
which Isaiah saw surrounding the throne of God are beings 
that transcend our experience and comprehension. How- 
ever, we may gain some insight into thejsignificance of their 
persons from the meaning of their name, the burning 
ones.” And the word seraph is the one used to describe 
the serpents, the seraph nachash, the fiery serpents, which 
plagued the people in the wilderness (Num. 21:6). The 
serpent that met Eve was bright, shining, splendid, and the 
voice was the voice of one who bore a name that was 
precisely synonomous with the name of the serpent. Nachash 
and Lucifer are synonyms. The serpent is “the shining one” 
and Lucifer is “the shining star.” The word Lucifer is, of 
course, Latin and comes from /ux which means “light,” and 
a suffix which means “to bear.” The literal meaning of ‘the 
word is “light-bearer.” When we realize that the descriptive 
phrase, “son of the morning,” is added to the name of the 
day-star, Lucifer, in the revelation to Isaiah (14:12) we 
have the fact that Lucifer, before his fall, bore the proud 
title, “The Bright Morning Star.” This is one more in the 
list of names and titles borne imperfectly by men or by 
Satan which the Lord Jesus Christ took upon Himself, 
glorifying them forever by the perfections which He gave 
them. Thus He is the Witness, par excellence, and thus He 
was willing to be called a Servant. Thus He becomes Pro- 
phet, Priest and King. Thus He replaces Israel as the true 
Vine, and the fallen Adam by becoming the Last Adam. 

Satan’s tactics are easy to see in the account of the temp- 
tation and fall. He had to begin by a frontal attack on the 
Word of God and the goodness of God. It would have been 
impossible to reach man apart from the destruction of his 
confidence in the mind and heart of the Creator. 

It was in the sphere of religious thought that Satan ad- 
vanced in his projected seduction of the new race. He first 
attacked the Word of God: “Yea hath God said . . .?” (Gen. 
3:1). A subtle question of doubt concerning the authenticity 
and validity of God’s instructions to man is our introduc- 
tion to this shining one in the book of Genesis. If we read 
the punctuation of the early chapters, we may note that 
the first interrogation of the Bible is in Satan’s approach to 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


JUNE 20, 1954 
Hosea Pleads With Israel 
Hosea 4:6—7:16 
Printed Text: Hosea 6 
Devotional Reading: Hosea 11:1-4b; 14:1-4 


DATES AND Hosea was a local p 
SETTINGS of the northern om, 
and can well be spoken of as a “weeping” 

rophet similar to Jeremiah. He ministered 
in the closing days of the Israelite kingdom 
just prior to the captivity in 722-721 B.C., 
and thus his message was filled with sorrow 
at the sin of the le which would make 
the captivity inevitable. Hosea 1:1 dates the 
work of this man: “. . . the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah 
. . . the days of Jeroboam on opens. joer 
Israel.” Now, if we add all of the years of 
ruling of the four kings of Judah listed, we 
find that Hosea must have prophesied for 
about 92 years, which is a bit unreasonable. 
Thus, we may assume that his ministry 
touched the latter part of Uzziah’s reign 
and, perhaps, the early part of Hezekiah’s 
regime. Comparing the time of the rule of 
Jeroboam II, we may come to at least an 
approximate date for Hosea’s public minis- 
try—about 748-725 B.C., though he probably 
lived to see the captivity of his people 
even as Jeremiah saw the exile of the 
people of the southern kingdom. 

ere is no specific place named in our 

lesson which would localize Hosea’s minis- 
try, though there are several cities men- 
tioned by the prophet in his indictment. 


INTRODUCTION Again and again—by pre- 

t and illustration—the 
ono aap of God have declared God's hatred 
or sin, the certainty of divine wrath and 
punishment against sinners, and yet the 
wonderful mercy of the Lord and His 
willingness to forgive those who come to 
Him in penitence and humility. However, 
it must be understood that there is a point 
beyond which the Lord will not go; a time 
when His patience is exhausted. The people 
of Israel had come to that point, and all 
hope for their recovery was past. Like Amos’ 
message (see last week’s lesson) in connec- 
tion with the plumbline, the Lord would 
not pass by the people’s sin any more 
without judgment. It was committed to 
Hosea to illustrate in graphic fashion—by 
his marital experiences—and in severe de- 
nunciatory language, that the end had 
come; the people were to be abandoned to 
their deserved judgment. Let this lesson 
warn us today of the folly of trifling with 
the Lord, or of thinking that we may “get 
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by” with our sin. “God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil.” 
(Eccles. 12:14). 

For an outline of the portions to be con- 
sidered, we might suggest the following: 
I. The Sin of Israel (Hos. 4:6-19): A. Aban- 
donment of the law; B. Idolatry; C. Im- 
morality. II. God’s Dealing with Israel (Hos. 
5:11-15): A. The moth; B. The lion; C. 


Silence. III. Israel’s Hope and God’s Exposé. 


(Hos. 6:1-11): A. The prodigal’s return; B. 
Conditional knowledge; C. A fickle people; 
D. An indictment against Israel. 


The Exposition 

HOSEA 4:6-19 J. Sidlow Baxter, in his 

expository study of Hosea 
(Explore the Book, vol. 4) has analyzed the 
chapter before us by indicating that the 
first three verses were addressed to the 
whole nation of Israel; verses 4-6 to the 
priesthood in particular; verses 15-19 were 
an “aside” to Judah. Thus, we find that 
these verses were addressed principally 
to the spiritual leaders, and constituted an 
indictment against them. The knowledge 
of the things of God which the 
they failed to transmit to the hock. Con- 
sequently, the sins committed by the 
people, while chargeable to the nation as a 
whole, would be primarily the result of 
the inadequacy of the priesthood. Similarly, 
the idolatrous actions of the populace in 
worshiping man-made (“stocks”) and 
submitting to immoral practices in the 
name of religion, were the direct respon- 
sibility of the priests. Yet, tragic was the 
condition of the spiritually ignorant; he 
was “joined to his idols.” How easy it is, 
even in our day, to become so enamored of 
our idols—whatever form they may take— 
that we can be described as being “joined” 


to them. 
HOSEA 5:11-15 How cious are God's 
methods of dealing with 
His.chijldren! He realizes our frailties; and 
is ever considerate. Dwelling in the midst 
of sinful people, with the necessity of listen- 
ing to much of the world’s degrading talk 
ey it becomes relatively simple for 
many of the Lord’s ple to stray occa- 
sionally from His way for us. But we 
know that He is always ready to bring us 
back again. These verses suggest something 
of the means the Lord uses to return His 
wandering sheep to the fold. At the first 
indication of our going astray, the Lord 
tly places His hand upon us, endeavor- 
ing to indicate our waywardness. If we have 
been living in close fellowship with Him, 
His “light-as-a-moth” touch (v. 12) is suffi- 
cient to make us aware of our guilt and to 
cause us to cry out for forgiveness that we 
have grieved Him, and to express a desire 





to return. Then there is forgiveness and 
cleansing as we are restored to fellowship. 

If we do not respond, but are determined 
to proceed in our own willful way, the Lord 
may make use of stronger means. He will 
be to us as a lion (v. 14). Even as the roar 
of a lion is much more impressive than 
the fluttering of a moth, so the Lord’s 
severe dealings with His people if they 
persist in their sin are more effective in 
turning the prodigal homeward. Still, if 
the child of God persists in his determined 
opposition to the Lord, there is a further 
recourse: “I will return to my place till they 
acknowledge their offense and seek my 
face...” (v. 15). Sad is the condition of the 
Christian who must bear this silence of God. 
How effective it can be toward making him 
see the error of his ways! 


HOSEA 6:1-11 Continuing the imagery of 
the previous section, the 
rophet spoke of the wound inflicted by the 


rd, and His willingness to heal it on 
condition of repentance. The same idea is 
involved here as that in 1 John 1:9 for 
the Christian. How desirous the Father is of 
welcoming home His prodigal children who 
go astray like sheep. 

Notice too, the thought of knowledge 
which has recurred at this point. In 4:6 
we read of the condemnation of the priests 
because they had withheld knowledge from 
the people. Here, the appeal goes out to 
the populace to the effect that knowledge is 
available on condition that they follow the 
Lord. There is something interesting we 
might point out in connection with this 
“following on to know the Lord.” In the 
great high-priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus 
Christ recorded in John 17, we find His 
definition of eternal life: “. . . that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (v. 3). 
The Greek word “they might know” has 
the idea of continuous and progressive 
knowledge: “keep on knowing” would be 
better. Thus, throughout all of life eternal, 
which becomes our present possession now 
as the children of God, we shall be learning 
more and more of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Similarly, in 1 Corinthians 13:12, we are 
told that when we are with Christ, our 
knowledge shall continue to increase, so 
that we shall increasingly acquire under- 
standing even as we were understood while 
on earth. 

I shall be very frank to say that I do 
not believe that, at our entrance into 
Heaven, we shall suddenly be presented 
with all knowledge like a package tied up in 

ink ribbons. Rather, I think there will be 
earning processes of some type in Heaven 
and that greater knowledge will come to 
us gradually rather than instantaneously. 
For, Heaven will be but a continuation, in 
an expanded sort of way, of the eternal life 
we now possess, except that our learning 
processes will no longer be hampered by 
sin. And while the prophet obviously was 
not speaking of Heaven in his declaration 
of knowledge, his message can stimulate our 
thinking about that wonderful place. 

How graphic is the description of verse 4 
concerning the evanescent dew and disap- 
pearing cloud. What an apt likeness for 
human goodness at its best. How quickly 
the dew which has gathered on the grass in 
the early morning away when the 
sun comes up in all of its splendor. And 
how promptly our claims to human merit 
vanish when the bright light of God’s holi- 
ness begins to shine upon us. We soon 
recognize our spiritual bankruptcy. 

Verse 7 translates the Hebrew word 
*Adam by “men.” Might we not significantly 
substitute the Hebrew word itself? “. . .they, 
like Adam, have ...: there have 
they hidden from me.” 

What a series of condemning statements; 
what disastrous evidence against the people 
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of God. And yet, how great is the grace of 
the Lord that He sees fit to show mercy to 
sinners such as we all are. 
JUNE 27, 1954 
Judgment Comes To Israel 
2 Kings 17 
Printed Text: 2 Kings 17:5-14, 18 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 85:1-7 
DATES AND Our lesson for this Sun- 
SETTINGS day brings us to the close 
of the northern kingdom of Israel. Because 
of its persistent sin, the Lord, as we have 
seen previously (cf. June 6 lesson), refused 
to “pass by” them any more without judg- 
ment. Thus, in the ninth year of the final 
king of Israel, who was nothing more than 
a puppet anyway, the kingdom came to an 
end, and the populace was led off to 
Assyria. This was in the year 722-721 B.C. 
The setting is, of course, Samaria, and we 
read of its desertion by the captives, and 
the replacement people from various parts 
of the Assyrian empire. Cuthah is probably 
the ancient Kutu, a city northeast of Baby- 
lon, containing a mound crowned with a 
sanctuary dedicated to Ibrahim (Abraham?). 
Ava (Avva or Ivva) appears to have been a 
city captured by the Assyrians, location un- 
certain. Hamath was an old Hittite city on 
the Orontes River in Syria which shared in 
the victory of the battle of Karkar, but 
later fell to the Assyrians. Sephar-vaim is 
another city whose location is uncertain. It 
may have been near Riblah on the Orontes 
River, or possibly a town in Mesopotamia. 
It was, of course, under Assyrian control. 
INTRODUCTION The apostle Paul, in writ- 
ing to the church at Gala- 
tia, set forth the principle that “. . . God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” How true these 
words are has_ been re geo A demon- 
strated in the history of the northern king- 
dom. Through the years, the ple had 
been warned, as had the leaders, of their 
offenses against the Lord. And yet, persis- 
tently, they proceeded in sin utterly callous 
to the voice of the Lord through His spokes- 
man. And, in the hour that this lesson de- 
scribes, they were a | out the ultimate 
result of trifling with God—of sowing to 
the flesh. When Moses, the great leader of 
the people of Israel in their infancy, chal- 
lenged some of the tribes who came to 
him concerning their possessions, he warned 
them to remain close to the Lord in obedi- 
ence to His will. If they would, all would 
go well with them. But if they refused, “ye 
have sinned against the Lord, and be sure 
your sin will find you out” . $2:23). 
Here was the final outcome of the seeds of 
rebellion which existed all along in the 
hearts of the people. And now, God's 
patience had come to its exhaustion point; 
He brought forth His judgment in the 
form of captivity and exile. Let us—as a 
nation, and as individuals—never lose sight 
of the fact that we, too, may cause God to 
bring a judgment upon us because of our 
sins. This lesson ought to be a word of 
warning to us all. 
We might outline the chapter as follows: 
I. The Captivity (17:1-6): A. The last king; 
B. Hoshea’s —a C. The siege. II. 
Israel’s Sins (17:7-23): A. Idolatry; B. Im- 
morality; C. Rebellion. Ill. The Vacuum 
Filled (17:24-41): A. Replacements for 
Israel; B. An Israel priest recalled; C. Par- 
adoxical religion. 
The Exposition 
2 KINGS 17:1-6 It is significant that Ho- 
shea, the nineteenth and 
final king of Israel, continued the sinful 
— of his predecessors in spite of the 
repeated warnings of the prophets. Al- 
though his evil was “not as the kings of 
Israel that were before him,” indicative of 
some measure of respite during his regime, 


nevertheless his ways were displeasing in - 
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and Sargon completed the work. 

irst, however, we find the usual proce- 
dure: Hoshea became a vassal king, taking 
orders from the i paying huge 
taxes to maintain his dignified title. When 
he sought military a hoy Egypt, that 
was the last straw. i king 
brought his forces against Samaria and be- 
i it three years, finally leading away 
the people as captives in B.C. 


2 KINGS 17:7-23 The next section of our 
text lists the sins for 

which Israel was led away captive. This is 
God's way of putting into the record the 
reason for the judgment so that all ples 
throughout history might benefit by ‘the 
mistakes of the northern kingdom. Taken 
all together, they can be classified as sins 
of idolatry, immorality and_ rebellion. 
Oftentimes, it is thought that the Old Testa- 
ment God was a tyrant and bloodthirsty 
because of the ted commands to His 
— to destroy whole heathen nations. 
fact has caused many to believe that 

the Old Testament God could never be the 
same one Jesus spoke of—loving, kind, con- 
siderate. Yet, those who feel this way fail 
to take izance of the whole of God's 
nature. A of love, He is also a God of 
holiness who will not tolerate sin. And these 
pagan peoples whom the Israelites were 
commanded to exterminate were vile, cor- 





and girls, there are millions 
Help expand this ministry. 





HELP WIN 19 MILLION 


SP get Pible seemaitey poapem erates SORA0 Deve 


on Rt ne As we bee memati 300 Bible 
wg aT es Segusghe 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


1628-E AUBURNDALE HWY., LAKELAND, FLORIDA 











with 


GOSPEL LIGHT 


TRAIN UP A CHILD with correctly 
graded Sunday School lesson 
books! The training of a child is a 
startling responsibility. the first three 
yeers ore the most formative years of life. More 
can be accomplished—or lost—at this time than at 
any other time of training. 


Then each succeeding year—age four, age five, 
age six, through the teens and into adulthood— 
offers its special opportunity. We dare not lose a 
yeor in training up a child. 


Gospel Light Bible lessons are 
carefully and correctly graded for 
the entire Sunday school_—trom Nursery 
through Adult. Written in the language and ex- 
perience of each age group, these courses cover 
the Bible in a systematic plan, the equivalent of 
@ thoreugh Bible study course. 


26 





CORRECTLY GRADED 
2 ek, me -menen. 





Yow have to SEE Gospel Light lessons to 
realize their advantages. The materials for the 
pre-school child are in beautiful full color Bible 
pictures and include activity packets. The teacher's 
Program and procedures are clear and complete, 
making for the finest training of the younger child. 


Examine FREE Sample Books yeurself at your 
lecal Christian Book Store or Write Dept. E-6. 








PLEASE SEND FREE INFORMATION on the 











Gospel Light Sunday School lessons. 
Nome. 
Street 
City. Zone______ State. 
Church. 





CD Pastor S. S. Supt.) Dir. Ch. Ed. [1] Teacher (J 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


1214 So. Brand Blwd 





* Glendale 4, Calif 











rupt and degraded in their whole manner 
of living. Archaeological evidences show 
bestial practices such as burning children 
alive before idols, burying infants in the 
foundations of temples and other buildings 
as offerings to the gods. The immoral rites 
of the people could do nothing but corrupt 
those with whom they came in contact. 
Hence, God commanded His people to de- 
stroy these degenerate sons of Adam. When 
Israel failed to obey completely, the ulti- 
mate result was an association with pagan 
peoples in their heathen practices of idola- 
try and immorality as mentioned in this in- 
dictment. We have already discussed the 
low moral condition of the people in ob- 
serving heathen rites—the “pillars” and 
“Asherim” (ASV or RSV of v. 10). 


2 KINGS 17:24-41 When the people of Israel 
were led away captive, we 
must never think of them as comfortably 
carried in trucks or wagons. They walked— 
trudged along over the dusty roads, each 
one tied by ropes to the others and carefully 
guarded by the Assyrian soldiers. When the 
land had boon virtually emptied of its in- 
habitants, the king of Assyria filled the 
empty land with people of his own choice 
(v. 24) and we have already pointed out 
where these places were (see “Dates and 
Settings” of this lesson). It might be inter- 
esting to observe that, some years later as 
Judah, the southern kingdom was also 
taken captive to Babylon, these replacement 
ple descended into unoccupied Judah 
and settled there as well. Thus, when the 
southern exiles came back to their homes 
after seventy years of captivity, they faced 
opposition in rebuilding the Temple and 
walls of the city of Jerusalem (see the books 
of Ezra and Nehemiah in this connection). 
Here was the original settlement of what 
later became the Samaritans, a people who 
“had no dealings with” the Jews (John 4). 
They were a mongrel race, for they were 
Assyrians by virtue of being colonized by 
Assyria; but they intermarried with the 
remnants of the people of Israel and later, 
Judah. An enmity was developed between 
these ple and the Jews who returned to 
Palestine from Babylonian exile. 

The presence of the lions in the land 
(v. 25) was considered a special evidence of 
divine disfavor and so the people urged 
the Assyrian king to send them one of 
Israel’s priests to instruct them in how to 
“pacify” the Lord of Israel. The priest came 
and, difficult as it undoubtedly was to teach 
a superstitious and pagan ple the truths 
of the Lord, he brought them some semb- 
lance of watered-down Jewish faith so that, 
when the southern kingdom exiles returned 
much later, these “converted” foreigners 
were familiar with the faith of the Jews. 
However, the text tells us that, despite the 

riest’s training, the people made their own 
idols. Consequently, we find a most in- 
congruous situation—a paradoxical religious 
belief: the people “feared the Lord, and 
served their own gods...” (vv. 33ff). This 
is egy come to saying that a person firmly 
holds Protestant principles and frequents 
the Roman Catholic Mass. 


CONCLUSION In conalusion, can we not 
say that there are all too 

many of those who profess to be Christians 
who follow the same pattern? They “fear 
the Lord”—giving at least mental assent to 
His deity and —y geay Fae yet they “serve 
their own gods” in a hete: cous idolatry 
that gives them liberty in doing what they 
lease. We can learn a great deal from this 
esson that should give us cause to do much 
thinking. Let us ask ourselves whether there 
are some of the evils in our lives for which 
God judged Israel. Have we idols in our 
lives—whatever 7 may be—which usurp 
the place which belongs to the Lord alone? 
Do we walk in the ideologies of heathen, 
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pagan forces in our land? Do we secretly 
practice things not pleasing to the Lord? 
Have we been stubborn in the matter of 


shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.” 
THIRD QUARTER—JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 
1954 
Growth In Christian Living 


JULY, 4 1954 
Jesus, Our Example and Lord 
Luke 2:40—52 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:3—7 
GENERAL The lessons in the presert 
INTRODUCTION quarter are to deal wich 
the spiritual development of the Christian. 
Romans 8:29 assures us that God has pre- 
destined us to be conformed to the image 
of His Son. This is the purpose back of all 
of God’s dealings with His children—con- 
formity to the divine image which He 
stamps upon us when we are born again. 
The pattern is there; the workmanship takes 
a whole lifetime and is not complete until 
we ‘are with Christ. In this program of 
progressive sanctification God performs His 
workmanship on His yielded children while 
we are called upon to follow certain direc- 
tions, observe certain requirements. These 
studies will deal with some of the means of 
growth available to the Christian for sound, 
solid advancement according to God’s per- 
fect principles. 


DATES AND The first part of our study 
SETTINGS for this Sunday (v. 40) 
covers a period of time from about 4 B.C. 


through 8 or 9 A.D.—the time covered by 
Jesus’ development as a child till He 
reached twelve years of age. The home of 
Mary and Joseph and Jesus was in Nazareth, 
although the main portion of this lesson 
takes place in Jerusalem and the Temple 
area. 
INTRODUCTION TOThere is a tendency, now 
THE LESSON and then, to discredit 
some of the hymns which speak of Jesus 
as being our “example.” In many cases, 
these hymns have been > eagr of as being 
“modernistic”’ because they lowered the 
estimation of Christ to that of a mere 
example and nothing more. Now, admit- 
tedly, there is some terrible theology in 
a number of the hymns we sing, regularly 
and unthinkingly. But, there is nothing 
wrong with saying that Jesus was our ex- 
ample, for indeed He was! We must never 
lose sight of the fact that He was perfect 
Man—that He lived His perfect manhood 
on earth as a pattern for us. Thus, when a 
hymn declares that Jesus “dwelt among men, 
my example to be,” we may know that there 
are factors in the life of Jesus which can 
be decided examples for us to emulate. On 
the other hand, of course, there were fea- 
tures of His life which you and I as mere 
humans could never expect to imitate. He 
was God—perfect Man and God bound up 
in One; this was our Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We might outline the chapter as follows: 
I. Jesus’ Development (v. 40): A. Spiritually; 
B. Intellectually; C. Favor with God. I. 
Jerusalem Visit (vv. 41-50): A. The feast; 
B. The delay; C. The response. III. ‘The 
Years of Silence (vv. 51, 52): A. Human 
obedience; B. Physical growth; C. Favor 
with God and man. 


The Exposition 

LUKE 2:40 Perhaps it may be some- 

what difficult for us to 
think of our Lord and Saviour growing up 
as a child. Yet, His physical, moral and 
spiritual advance was certainly similar to 
that of other children with the one excep- 
tion that He did not have the sinful nature 
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to contend with which was characteristic of 
His playmates. His humanity was 
evident even in childhood. Alfred Plummer 
has said that for the first time, a human 
infant realized the ideal of humanity. Every 
child before Him had been born with the 
taint of sin—the Adamic nature. Jesus 
Christ, supernaturally conceived, 

nothing of the nature of evil. It is pointless 
to speculate as to what His childhood was 
like. There are spurious books which pur- 
port to tell incidents of His boyhood—the 
supposed miracles He rmed to amuse 
and help His friends. But there is no basis 
for all of this. The plain fact is that we 
have not been given information on His 
silent years of childhood, because they are 
not pertinent to the purpose for which our 
Lord Jesus came—to our Saviour. 


LUKE 2:41-50 The trip to Jerusalem was 
made by Mary, Joseph 
and Jesus for the Passover celebration which 
was attended by every Jewish family who 
could undertake the trip. Apparently, the 
family of Jesus went annually to this festive 
occasion. Whether Jesus peeene them 
before that year when He celebrated His 
twelfth birthday, we do not know; it is 
quite possible that He may have done so. 
Notice that Mary and Joseph are here called 
“His parents.” Joseph—though not actually 
the father of Jesus—was counted as His 
legal or civil father. 


It is sometimes suggested that Jesus went 
along with His parents on this occasion to 
be accepted as an adult member of the 
Jewish religious community—to “make His 
Bar Mitzwah” as it is spoken of. However, 
it would seem that the Bar Mitzvah (son 
of the commandment) was entered into only 
when a boy was thirteen. Consequently, on 
this occasion, He probably came to Jeru- 





salem with a view to preparing for the 
ceremony the following year. It was when 
the group was on the journey homeward— 
the women walking together in a group 
with the children, while the men walked 


separately in their own group—that they. 


discovered Jesus was not with them. This 
discovery was probably made at the first 
stopping place for the evening. Mary had 
probably assumed that Jesus was with the 
older boys who often traveled with the men- 
folk. Joseph, on the other hand, had as- 
sumed that Jesus was with His mother. 

The parents started back the next morn- 
ing and—it being a full day’s trip—arrived 
back in Jerusalem toward evening, making 
it too late for them to search for Him till 
the following morning. Thus, it was the 
third day subsequent to their departure 
from the Holy City that they actually began 
to seek Him. We can well picture their 
suppressed fears as they thought of what 
had happened to Jesus. He was located in 
the Temple at last, sitting with the learned 
doctors and teachers, talking with them and 
asking them questions. These men were 
impressed with His insight into the religious 
and spiritual problems, about which they 
were talking; to them, He was far beyond 
His twelve years in. comprehension and 
they were astonished, little realizing that 
the Messiah of Israel stood before them. 

It is sometimes questioned whether Jesus, 
prior to His baptism and full entrance into 
a public ministry, had any consciousness of 
His divine mission. Here, in our text, the 
Lord Jesus answered His mother’s rebuke, 
“... thy father and I have sought thee. . .” 
(referring to Joseph), with the statement: 
“. . . did you not know that I must be in 
My Father’s house?” In so saying, He made 
a clear distinction as to the parental rela- 
tionship. To Him it was so clear; His work 
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was to be engaged in the Father's interests. 
Why could not His human parents under- 
stand? 
LUKE 2:51, 52 During His youth, our 
Lord Jesus was subject to 
His parents. That which she had seen in 
her son caused Mary to ponder deeply upon 
the events that had taken place. It was 
song not until later in His life—per- 
aps during His public ministry, perhaps 
at the cross, perhaps at Pentecost—that Mary 
fully comprehended the purpose of His 
coming and reason for His actions, in spite 
of the angelic annunciation. Yet, He was 
subject to her in these formative years of 
His earthly life. And He grew bodily and 
spiritually (v. 52). Here begins another 
silence, similar to that which enshrouded 
the years of His early life till He was 
twelve. Now, the lack of knowledge encom- 
sses His years till the public ministry 
smd All sorts of fantastic stories have 
arisen as to Jesus’ activities till He was 
about thirty years of age. Some have Him 
traveling through portions of Europe and 
even to India and the orient where He 
supposedly studied at some of the ancient 
schools. But all such stories are, of course, 
foolish; there is not a shred of valid evi- 
dence for them. In all probability, Jesus re- 
mained in Nazareth working in Joseph’s 
carpenter shop, and taking over the busi- 
ness when Joseph died, prior to Jesus’ pub- 
lic manifestation. He was known as a Car- 
penter when He began His ministry—a repu- 
tation which was probably built up through 
those silent years. Norval Geldenhuys, in 
his Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, 
points out that Jesus’ messages give evidence 
of intimate knowledge of carpentry: His 
references to house-building, ploughs, yokes, 
etc. Thus, did His knowledge increase 
in the material as well as spiritual realms. 
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_ CONCLUSION 


What may we learn from 
the early years of Jesus in 
regard to factors that will guide our lives? 
He had a strong desire to acquire knowledge 
—not just for the sake of acquisition, but 
that He might use it in His Father’s work. 
Ought we not also to have such a holy de- 
sire for knowledge? Jesus was obedient to 
authority, whether the authority was His 
earthly parents, or His Heavenly Father. 
Clearly the Bible teaches us the importance 
of our recognition and submission to 
authority which comes from God. He con- 
sidered it the perfectly normal thing to do— 
to be about His Father’s business; do we? 
Humanly speaking, He grew; that is, He 
was not content to be stagnant. How a grasp 
of this ought to motivate all of us to pursue 
higher things. 


JULY 11, 1954 ee 
Are We Growing As Christians? 
1 Corinthians 3:1—3; Ephesians 4:11—16; 
2 Peter 1:5—7; 3:18 


Devotional Reading: Ephesians 4:25—5:2 


DATES AND (1) 1 Corinthians was 
SETTINGS written by the apostle 
Paul during his stay at Ephesus on his third 
missionary journey. It can be dated about 
55 A.D. (2) Ephesians was one of Paul's 
letters penned while he was a Roman pris- 
oner in his own hired house for two years 
(Acts 28:30). It can be dated between 59—61 
A.D. It is thought, incidentally, that Ephe- 
sians was a “form letter,” since many of the 
better Greek manuscripts do not have the 
words “at Ephesus” (1:1). Therefore, it 
may have been a general letter, dealing with 
general themes, sent to several of the 
Christian churches. (3) 2 Peter. Although 
there has been quite a bit of discussion and 
dissention in regard to the authorship of 
2 Peter, we may accept the Petrine author- 
ship. Since Peter died between 64—68 A.D., 
this epistle may be dated about 67 A.D. 
INTRODUCTION If we classify mankind as 
to their spiritual attain- 
ment, we may divide them into three cate- 
gories: (1) The natural man (1 Cor. 2:14) 
who is unsaved, spiritually dead. He may be 
very much alive physically and intellectually 
alert, but is totally insensible to the things 
of the Lord. The natural man is lost and 
bound for the lake of fire. (2) The spiritual 
man (1 Cor. 2:15) is alive in Christ, and is 
joyfully living his Christian life on its 
highest plane. He is active in the things of 
the Lord and is a good testimony for the 
Saviour. (3) The carnal man is a “spiritual 
hybrid.” He is saved, yet he is not practicing 
his Christianity. He knows the Lord, and 
yet the Lord is not on the throne of his 
life; self is! As a result of this submission 
to the flesh, the carnal man is unhappy and 
is at enmity with God, totally out of fel- 
lowship. We give this identification of the 
three categories in order that we may better 
understand the texts of our lesson. 

As to the outline, we suggest the follow- 
ing: I. The Carnal Man (1 Cor. 3:1-3): 
A. A baby; B. Limited diet; C. Marks of 
carnality. 11. The Purpose of God’s Gifts 
(Eph. 4:11-16): A. The gifts; B. Their duty; 
C. Ultimate goal. III. Christian Characteris- 
tics (2 Pet. 1:5-7; 3:18): A. In addition to 
faith; B. Growth in grace; C. Growth in 
knowledge. 


The Exposition 


1 CORINTHIANS Every Christian begins life 
3:1—3 as a spiritual baby; none 
of us is born again already full-grown in 
Christian things. There is nothing wrong 
with being immature in the spiritual realm; 
there is something decidedly wrong with re- 
maining immature, however. And this is one 
of the marks of the carnal Christian; he has 
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never grown up. Paul was writing to the 
believers at Corinth—many of them just 
saved out of raw paganism—rebuking them 
for their stunted growth. He longed to 
speak to them of the deep things of Christ, 
but realized in frustration that this would 
be useless; the carnal Christians would 
simply not understand what he meant. Just 
as a small child must be fed with milk and 
baby foods, and would not be able to man- 
age a beef steak, so the spiritual baby must 
be fed on milk (1 Pet. 2:2) until he grows 
up in the things of the Lord. How tragic 
when the Christian does not develop; re- 
mains on—or returns to—the baby level. If 
this happens to a youngster, we know there 
is something abnormal about him—some- 
thing organically wrong. Similarly, if a 
Christian remains a baby in spiritual things, 
there is something radically wrong which 
needs diagnosis and correction. Paul lists 
some of the marks of the carnal man: 
“. . . jealousy and squabbling . . . livin 
just like men of the world . . .” (Phillips). 


EPHESIANS 4:11-16One of the things for 
- Which we can be deeply 
grateful is that our Lord has deigned to 
put His proper servants in the proper place, 
if they are willing to let Him. By bat I 
mean that if a church is filled with un- 
saved people who need to be brought to 
Christ, the Lord will send that church an 
evangelist or a pastor with strong evangelis- 
tic zeal. If a church is underfed spiritually, 
God will place a Bible teacher in its pulpit. 
If some of the Lord’s saints have fallen 
asleep on the job, God will send a prophet 
to sound a note of warning and wake them 
out of their lethargy. God has His man for 
every situation. That is what this text says. 
If I may paraphrase, this is what the text 
means: “And He gave some (churches) 
apostles; and some (churches) prophets; 
and some (churches He gave) evangelists; 
and (to) some (churches), pastors and 
teachers . . .” These men have specific tasks 
to perform—different in each case, yet all 
contributing to the stated goal: “. . . the 
equipping of the saints for a work of serv- 
ice toward the building up of the Body of 
Christ . . .” Through the ministry of these 
servants of the Lord, His ultimate pur 
for the Christian is unfolded: (1) unity of 
the faith, (2) more thorough knowledge of 
the Son of God, (3) maturity in spiritual 
things, (4) measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ, (5) stability in the Chris- 
tian life, (6) holding to the truth, (7) grow- 
ing up. In those seven points alone there is 
a lifetime of endeavor for any of us; yet it 
is what the Lord expects of us. 

One of the tragedies of the present day 
Christian Church is division within the 
ranks. Some few years ago, one of our 
outstanding evangelical leaders wrote an 
article entitled: “Separation is Separating 
Evangelicals.” Indeed it is, in many cases 
today. One Christian refuses to have fel- 
a with his Christian brother, and 
even declares him “apostate” because he is 
not a member of the same religious associa- 
tion. The world sees the wrangling and 
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Jews do hear the Gospel. Many 
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young Rabbi, said: “! know it is the 
truth, but do not have the strength to 
come out in the open. | have a wife 
and two little children. What will be- 
come of them?" Another one, also a 
Rabbi, was beaten up by one of his 
relatives, because it became known 
that he was turning to Christ. 
Some others of our recent contacts: 
A Jewish young man accepted Christ 
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lord. Another one, coming from Israel, 
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Jewish doctor and his wife invited us 


to conduct a Bible class for 
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Please pray that our tes- 
timony be enlarged. Pray for 
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bi-monthly magazine, “The 
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dissention in the church and says: “If that’s 
Christianity, I want no part of it; I’ve got 
enough fighting on my hands as it is.” The 
Church of Christ only develops in propor- 
tion to the yieldedness of each indivi al 
member to the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, 
Goods; has translated verse 16: “For it 
is under His (Christ’s) control that the 
whole system, adjusted and united by each 
ligament of its own equipment, develops in 
proportion to the functioning of each parti- 
cular part, and so builds itself up through 
love.” 


2 PETER 1:5-7 In the preceding verses of 
this chapter, the apostle 
Peter has emphasized what the Lord has 
given to His —— like precious faith, 
grace, peace, knowledge of God and Christ, 
all things pertaining to life and godliness, 
great and precious promises, escape from 
the corruption of the world, the divine na- 
ture. Now, God never makes an investment 
in His people without expecting some 
returns; He is a very practical “business 
man” if I may thus speak. John Bunyan 
once rightly said that “the soul of religion 
is the practick part.” Consequently, verses 
5—7 speak of the responsibility which rests 
heavily upon the child of God who has been 
on the receiving end of the blessings of God. 
Thus, “giving all diligence” means “bring- 
ing into action all earnestness.”” The word 
“add” is also interesting. In ancient Greece, 
the play or drama was held in high esteem. 
It was customary to have a chorus in almost 
every drama to chant certain parts of the 
play in unison. Some wealthy citizen of the 
community, selected by the government, was 
appointed to pay all the expenses of train- 
ing and maintaining the chorus while they 
performed. He became the patron of the 
drama, and these well-to-do citizens would 
try to outdo each other in the lavish ex- 
penditures for the chorus. The word here 
translated “add” means to supply gener- 
ously, or invest lavishly. The following vir- 
tues are to be lavishly furnished in our 
lives—by ourselves. 

“Virtue” here means “energy” or “vigor- 
ous action.” In other words, to our faith in 
Christ is to be added action, for “faith with- 
out works is dead” (Jas. 2:20). To this 
“virtue” or vigorous action, is to be added 
knowledge or discernment, and to that, 
temperance, or self-control. The next virtue 
listed is “patience,” one of the most diffi- 
cult of ristian characteristics to main- 
tain. The Bible tells us that tribulation 
brings about patience (Rom. 5:3) and some- 
times the Lord has to teach us patience in 
this roundabout’ way of trial and testing. 
To patience is added “godliness,” that 
quality which comes only to those whose 
wills are hidden with Christ in God. Next, 
“brotherly-kindness” which is a translation 
of the Greek word philadelphia, love of 
the brethren. We have already alluded to 
the division within the ranks of the Church; 
it is caused by a lack of true Christian 
brotherly-kindness. And lastly, “charity” is 
listed. How this word has changed in 
meaning! Early in the English usage, 
“charity” involved an inner love, then 
gradually, an outer expression of that love. 
The word comes from the Latin caritas, 
love. Today, “charity” has come to mean 
simply a handout or dole. What a difference 
from the love the New Testament speaks of. 


2 PETER 3:18 How suitable to close this 
study with these words of 
admonition and command. The Christian 
must be ready to develop in two realms— 
spiritually and intellectually. Overemphasis 
in either phase makes for an unbalanced 
Christian. All spirit and no intellect pro- 
duces the hyper-emotionalist; all intellect 
and no spirit, the rationalist. There is a 
suitable medium: “. . . in grace and in the 
knowledge of . . . Jesus Christ.” 


* ETERNITY 








ree 


SY ww eo SF & 





NEW 








RacpH L. Kerper, Book Review Editor 


Plain Christianity. J. B. Phillips. Macmillan. 

87 pp. $1.65. 

This book is another valuable contri- 
bution to the library of the Christian by 
the author of Your God Is Too Smail, and 
of recent paraphrases of the Gospels and 
Fpistles. It is a collection of nine broadcast 
talks which are not all related to each other. 
However. the message is plain, and it is 
expressed in plain language. The first two 
essays are entitled “Plain Christianity” and 
propound the nature of Christianity in 
terms which are sound theologically and 
yet not disguised in a theological language 
incomprehensible to the uninitiate. Other 
subjects include the reasons for having a 
contemporary translation of the Scriptures, 
and discuss the questions of sin, worship, 
the Holy Spirit and the crucifixion. 

The value of the book lies in its presen- 
tation of basic truths in a fresh and com- 
prehensible manner. This is of greater and 
greater importance today when fewer of the 
people to whom the Christian speaks of 
Christianity have any familiarity at all with 
the terms which the believer has inherited 
from his own intimate acquaintance with 
King James English and the hymns and 
sermons of the last century. The message of 
Christ is, of course, what it has been always, 
contemporary. 

Davip BARNHOUSE 


Half a Century of Grace. J. Lowry Maxwell. 
Sudan United Mission, Inc. 330 pp. $1.95. 
This book is written in the jubilee year 

of the history of the SUM. It records the 

fifty years of faithful growth from its early 
dificult pioneer days to the present age of 
opportunity. It has been a costly work in 
lives and in money, and the results have 
evidently not been lightly gathered. There 
has so far been no ingathering of a great 
harvest but a church has been formed and 
souls won from the darkness of paganism 
and Islam. The African ministry is in its 
initial stages, but it is steadily facing the 
challenge which this hour presents. In every 
way in the Sudan it is a day of unparalleled 
opportunity and the need in this as in every 
field is for the Lord to thrust forth laborers 
into the harvest field. This book should 
stimulate the praying and the giving of 
friends of the SUM in this country. 
Rosert I. BROwN 


What Do We Mean by Reunion? C. B. Moss. 

Macmillan. 122 pp. $1.50. 

The thesis of this book is that the true 
Church must be (i) Scriptural, (ii) apostolic, 
(iii) catholic—in the sense of “universal” 
not Roman, (iv) governed by bishops, (v) 
sacramental and (vi) have exclusive claim 
in a country. Reunion must be in terms 
of the definition of a true Church. 

This book makes fascinating reading. 
American church-life has been dominated 
by the Reformed tradition and so this 
“episcopal,” “Catholic” and “sacramental” 
approach seems strange. To Moss, Calvin 
is the culprit! He made men ministers, not 
priests. He made preaching the work of 
the minister, not officiating at the altar. 
He made the important church the invisible 
church, not the visible church. He made 
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ordination an inward call, not the act of 
the church; and consecration by the con- 
gregation, not by the bishop. One interest- 
ing sentence is: “I do not need to be 
reached to. If I were deaf and could not 
ear sermons, it would make little differ- 
ence to me” (p. 90). 

The book is a healthy corrective to 
American fundamentalism which (i) ignores 
the Fathers, (ii) makes splitting an easy 
solution to church problems, (iii) has no 
sense of continuity with the past history of 
the church, (iv) has really no keenly de- 
veloped “theology of the church” and (v) 
too cheap a view of ordination so that 
“Reverend” means hardly more than right 
to clergy rates on trains and discounts in 
stores. 

BERNARD RAMM 
Christianity and American Capitalism. Ed- 
ward A. Keller. The Heritage Foundation. 

92 pp. $1.50. 

Father Keller of Notre Dame addresses 
himself in this little volume to proving that 
the Social Encyclicals of the Popes of the 
recent past are compatible with the econ- 
omic system of America. The Popes, he 
contends, are opposed to socialism and to 
the laissez faire capitalism that made labor 
a mere commodity; but American capitalism 
is a different story. In the light of the 
papal teaching Father Keller is for a refor- 
mation in morals; “the substitution of .. . 
cooperation for the class-struggle; the elim- 
ination of the evils of unrestricted capital- 
ism by the revitalization of capitalistic in- 
stitutions through the infusion of social 
justice and social charity; and the social 
reconstruction of capitalistic institutions by 
the establishment of a system of voluntary, 
self-regulatory bodies in each industry and 
profession.” 

There is a lot of helpful data in this 
sanely conservative little book. The differ- 
entiation of American capitalism from the 
unrestricted individualism of the 19th cen- 
tury and from the monopolistic capitalism 
of Europe is carefully brought out. The 
modern menace of big government is 

roperly underscored (though Father Kel- 
ler does not point out how modern com- 
munications and recurring crises have made 
some SS expansion inevitable). 
The dan from big unionism is also 
pointed up, and the consequent necessity of 
regulating unions. However, for those who 
remember the Danbury Hatters case at the 
turn of the century, Keller’s suggestion that 
unions be brought under the anti-trust 
laws seems highly doubtful. 

CuLBert G. RUTENBER 
In These Last Days. Kenneth S. Wuest. 

Eerdmans. 263 pp. $3.00. 

In In These Last Days we have a word 
study in the epistles of 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 
John and Jude. 

There is a verse-by-verse presentation of 
each epistle containing a discussion of the 
important words in each verse. Spiritual 
applications are drawn and the reader is 
given suggestions as to how he may present 
the truth of these verses to others. The 


epistles are divided into expository units 


which enable one to follow the thought 
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of the letters in natural steps in their de- 


velopment. 

At the close of each epistle’s discussion 
there is a section given over to a free 
translation of the entire letter from the 
Greek into idiomatic English. The student 
of God’s Word will do well to have this 
work on his library shelf. 

R.L.K. 


The Biblical Illustrator: John (I). Edited 
by Joseph S. Exell. Baker. 674 pp. Sub- 
—* price, $4.50; individual volumes, 


The Baker Book House has undertaken 
a mammoth task in rinting the well- 
known Biblical Illustrator which has been 
called “the largest collection of homiletical 
material of all time.” Some of the volumes 
have been published already; the complete 
set will comprise fifty-seven when completed, 
and will make a valuable addition to the 
library of any preacher, teacher or other 
student of the Word of God. 

Here are included expository notes, con- 
densed sermonic material, hical and 
historical ba und for Bible study, illus- 
trations and interpretative ideas on the 
first seven chapters of the 1 of John, 
which will eventually be ex led to three 
volumes on this one Bible book alone. 
There is no doubt that in this book is a 
wealth of study notes for setting forth the 
truths of John’s Gospel from varied theolo- 
gical viewpoints, since the editor culled im- 
portant segments from the works of some 
of the greatest preachers, writers and Bible 
teachers of all time. 

The one factor that has been persistently 
disturbing to this reviewer, and may fatigue 
others, is the mass of an identical type face 
on each page which gives a. — ee 
inviti appearance. Natu .s 
the ‘ener! tte be included in 9g Rafer 


ably restricted area, relatively small — 
must be used with a minimum of headings 
and indentations. But this has a tendency to 
tire the reader who spends much time in 
the book. The reward of such study, how- 
ever, overrules the discomfort. We heartily 
commend this volume—and others in the 
series—to readers who want a great amount 
of helpful truth in a relatively confined 


space. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 

We Knew Jesus. John Calvin Reid. Eerd- 
mans. 148 pp. $2.00. 

Christians should consider their occupa- 
tion with Christ from every angle. is 
excellently written book of twelve sermons 
is a profitable aid to expanding the be- 
liever’s fellowship with Him. 

The author has a flowing style that makes 
profitable reading easy. He uses impersona- 
tion to make the. presentation more vivid. 
Based in the Bible and amplified by history 
and tradition, twelve familiar contempor- 
aries of Christ dramatically relate their 
knowledge of Jesus. 

Author Reid goes behind reputation to 
the actual characters of such men as Herod, 
Judas, Caiaphas, Nicodemus, Paul and Laza- 
rus among others. A sanctified imagination 
and a good selection of illustration and 
verse will be appreciated by the reader. 

You will be challenged, as I was, by the 
effective presentation of Nicodemus on the 
spot before Christ. To have these personali- 
ties speak to one from the vantage point 
of their own — position in eternity 
is of utmost edification. 

Doucias B. MacCorkKLeE 
The Battle for Truth. Oswald J. Smith. 

Peoples Press. 128 pp. $1.00. 

Dr. Smith is known for his graphic de- 
scriptions and these are scattered through- 
out these typically evangelistic messages. 
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Bible passage. Thoroughly estab- 
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them with matchless, timeless clarity. 
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The often-quoted motto, which is also 
printed on People’s Church letterheads, is 
suggested in one of the sermons—i.e., “Why 
should anyone hear the Gospel twice, till 
everyone has heard it once?” There is also 
a copy, complete with music, of Dr. Smith’s 
hymn, “Then Jesus Came.” For those who 
enjoy evangelistic sermons for their own 
reading, or who wish to give a book of 
this type to an unsaved person, The Battle 
for Truth will be appealing. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance. Alex- 
ander Cruden. Baker. 719 pp. $5.95. 
There are several good concordances on 

the market today, and a good concordance 

is an absolute necessity for anyone who 
would study the Bible. However, some of 
these volumes are out of the price range of 
many folk, while others prove to be inade- 
quate because of their incompleteness. 
Now once again, the unabridged edition 
of the famous Cruden’s Concordance is 
back in print and available at a very modest 
price, considering the wealth of material 
contained in this one volume. Beside the 
alphabetical listing of every word in the 

Bible, there is a collection of valuable 

helps appended to the main section. The 

names and titles of Jesus Christ and of the 

Church in Scriptures are both given. Some 

readers will, of course, differ with the au- 

thor’s interpretation on the names of the 

Church from the Old Testament for some of 

the titles refer to Israel and, only by spirit- 

ualizing, to the Church. There is a table of 
proper names with the exact meaning of 
the original words; a concordance of the 

Apocryphal books and a table of contents, 

chapter-by-chapter, of the whole Bible. Cer- 

tainly this is a book which every serious 

Bible student will want to have on his book 

shelf. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The Palestine Problem Today (Israel and 
its Neighbors). Carl Hermann Voss. Bea- 
con Press. 64 pp. 75¢. 

Palestine will never be out of the news 
ygain. This new and fifth edition of the 
author’s original booklet entitled Answers 
on the Palestine Question will give you 

eat facility in understanding current prob- 
lems in the land and among the peoples. 

Voss is chairman of the American Chris- 
tian Palestine Committee and has made 
four visits to the eastern Mediterranean 
area. He is fair in his treatment—by which 
I mean, he is neither pro nor anti in the 
Arab-Israeli tensions. He dislikes the parti- 
tion of the land,as a permanent solution and 
desires to see both peoples at peace and 
united in aggressive development. He de- 
fines such matters as the Zionist movement, 
the Arab League, the refugee problem, the 
immigration ——— and the positions of 
America, Turkey and the USSR. 

Voss states that currently Israel does not 
have anything akin to a theocratic regime 
in mind . . . which regime the author con- 
siders a danger (p. 33). Bible students can 
add this concise treatment to their back- 

ound with real profit. They can relate 
acts to the Biblical or prophetic picture 
for themselves, for this the author does 
not do. 

Doucias B. MAcCorKLe 


Daniel and the Latter Days. Robert D. 

Culver. Revell. 221 pp. $2.50. 

The first 90 pages of this volume are used 
to treat elements of premillennialism which 
are believed by the larger number of those 
who believe in an earthly millennium. 
Minute details are eliminated because they 
do not relate themselves pertinently to the 
question—can premillennialism give the 
best explanation of the predictions of the 
book of Daniel? 

This not being a verse-by-verse com- 
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_mentary on Daniel, the following 86 pages 
e 


set forth a premillennial analysis o 
structure of Daniel as it relates to the 
Aramaic and Hebrew languages and as it 
relates to the Jews and Gentiles in the latter 
days. Two important appendices appear 
prior to the extensive pay oy 

Every believer should be a Bible student. 
Culver will make you dig and aor ye After 
completing this exercise you wi 
fuel or food and not froth. pbs 

Amillennialists will find this a book to 
cope with. The author deals with such 
books as those by Hamilton, Allis, Murray 
and Young. 

Premillennialists will want to know that 
Culver is apparently to be accepted as a 
Covenant Theologian (similar to Krom- 
minga) who is modified greatly as such in 
his approach. He believes that premillen- 
nialism is a Bible-wide system of eschato- 


Fhe reviewer is thankful that the day has 
arrived when all systems of eschatology are 
asking themselves why they are what they 
are. This book will broaden the premillen- 
nial base. 

Doucias B. MAcCorKLE 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus. Geerhardus 
Vos. Edited and rewritten by Johannes G. 
Vos. Eerdmans. 302 pp., index. $4.00. 

As the sub-title states this work is about 
The Modern Debate Concerning the Mes- 
sianic Consciousness. This issue forms one 
of the central problems of modern theologi- 
cal controversy. Vos draws for us the lines 
of the battle, the means of its waging, the 
strategy of attack, the weakness of the 
enemy, and concludes with a victory so 
momentous that the foe is driven from the 
field of conflict. 

Not only does the author present philo- 
sophical arguments for the deity of Christ 
but brings the Scriptures to his aid in great 
abundance. With typically Dutch thorough- 
ness the problem is presented. The argu- 
ments of the liberals are meticulously ex- 
amined and refuted with like care. The 
literary style of Vos is not dry but sparkling 
with a turn of a phrase which says para- 
graphs in few words. 

This work has been revised by the au- 
thor’s son. No attempt has been made to 
violate the thought of the original author. 
We have here a work which is essential to 
a clear defense of the Messianic office of 
our Lord. To Geerhardus Vos, Jesus is not 
a man from God come to teach, He is God 
Himself, Incarnate, who came to dwell 
among men. 

R.L.K. 


Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians. 


J. B. Lightfoot. Zondervan. 350 pp. $3.50. 

Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians, 
J. B. Lightfoot, is one of the famous re- 
prints in the Zondervan Classic Commentary 
Series. 

This edition will not appeal to the popu- 
lar reader. On the other hand, it will be a 
gold mine of truth for the serious Bible 
student. The introduction comprises four 
chapters which have to do with Paul’s im- 
prisonment in Rome, the nature of the 
Philippian church, the place of the Philip- 
pian epistle in relation to Paul’s other let- 
ters written while a prisoner and a summary 
of the character and contents of the letter. 

The Greek text in its entirety is to be 
found in this work. There are many valu- 
able notes which enable the student to 
master this letter very thoroughly. Space 
is given to the explanation of technical 
terms to be found in the epistle. 

To the student of the Word of God 
Bishop Lightfoot’s name stands high among 
Bible scholars. To possess any of his works 
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is to have a great source of Bible study at 
one’s fingertips. 
R.L.K. 


The Christian and His Bible. Douglas John- 
son. Eerdmans. 144 pp. $2.00. 

Books and booklets on the subject of 
the Bible as the Word of God are rather 
plentiful; yet there are not many of them 
which would appeal to the thoughtful uni- 
versity student or intellectual, who has ex- 
pressed an interest*in Christianity and the 
Scriptures. Dr. Johnson, General Secretar 
of the London Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 
has produced this little book covering some 
of the major issues in the matter of the 
uniqueness of the Bible. The volume is 
written with the inquiring mind in view, 
and thus its style is stimulating to the 
one who likes to think. 

There are two chapters which offer a 
bit of philosophical reasoning relative to 
the authority of the Scriptures and the 
revelation of God: how made Himself 
known to man. Following this, a study of 
revelation as claimed by the Bible writers: 


a setting forth of the idea of the canon of 
Scripture; and some pages on Bible criticism 
(literary and scientific). At the conclusion 
of the book, Dr. Johnson declares his con- 
viction as to the verbal inspiration of the | 
Scriptures, a view which “neither exceeds 
nor falls short of the data which is pre- 
sented by the Bible itself.” ; 
Here is a valuable little volume to put 
into the hands of skeptical, yet inquiring 
college or university students. It is a book, 
also, which will bolster the faith of all 
Christian readers. 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The Master’s Indwelling. Andrew Murray. 
Zondervan. 180 pp. $2.50. 
The Master’s Indwelling is devotional in 
. Nature and disturbing in its force. There 
is an overtone of Hebrews chapter four in 
almost every one of the thirteen chapters. 
This rest of faith is tied into the fact and 
fruitfulness of Christ’s indwelling of the 
believer. 
These are the Northfield Addresses of 
1895 delivered by a man whose writings 
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Christ “died that He might bring us to 
God.” nite a 

This book is disturbing in that it presses 
the heart for action. He is not just devo- 
tionalizing. He attacks carnality, pride and 
prayerlessness with skill acquired by a grand 
combination of Scriptural wisdom and spir- 
itual experience. He positively claims that 
“the Spirit wants time and room in the 
heart” (p. 162). 

Believers will want to be aware of the 
fact that Murray evidently treats the bap- 


tism and filling of the Spirit ymously. . 


Also that he holds to the Biblical truth of 
reckoning one’s self to be dead indeed unto 
sin—even while using on the other hand 
some confusing statements that might lead 
one to understand him contrarily. 

His chapter on “Joy in the Holy Ghost” 
is good for busy people. “Let the business 
be in the head and under the feet, but let 
Christ have the whole heart” (p. 135). 
Upon digesting this book, believers will be 
aware that the Master dwells within. 

Douctas B. MAcCorKLE 


ETERNITY NEWS 
(Continued from page 19) 


Workshops in Art and TV 

Workshops in public school music 
and art, sacred music and art, radio and 
television, cinema, and dramatic and 
musical production will be held in con- 
nection with the Bob Jones University 
summer session, June-7 to July 10. 

Designed especially for school teachers 
and Christian workers as well as for 
university and college students, these 
workshops will consist of a short session 
from June 7 to June 19. 
Bingo, but No Bibles 

New Jersey, which only a few months 
ago outlawed the distribution of Bibles 
in the public schools, now has legalized 
bingo, raffles and other games of chance. 
Early returns indicated that only about 
10 per cent of the state’s 566 communi- 
ties had outlawed gambling of this sort 
under the local option feature of the 
new legislation. 

The Rev. Leon M. Maltby, editor of 
The Sabbath Recorder, organ of the 
Seventh Day Baptists, made this inter- 
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esting comment: 

“Prior to the election when bingo was 
still illegal, the successful candidate for 
governor was pictured in the daily 
papers enjoying a bingo game from the 
sidelines. What brings this to mind is 
that the newspapers of April 1 in a 
three-column spread show Governor 
Meyner administering the oath to four 
members of the State Legalized Games 
of Chance Control Commission. Is it a 
formality? We would not wish to judge. 
In the picture the eyes of all four are 
upon the smiling governor, while their 
hands are upon a Bible. The Bible ap- 
pears to be the familiar King James Ver- 
sion with overlapping edges. It is the 
same Bible that the New Jersey Supreme 
Court barred from the schools except 
that it contains all the Old Testament 
rather than just the Psalms.” 


Hawaiian Cruise 

A Christian Conference Cruise to 
Hawaii, including fifteen days of 
Christian fellowship and Bible study, 
in January, 1955, is being planned by 
the Rev. James T. Martin of Chevy 
Chase Baptist Church, Glendale, Calif. 

Speakers who conduct the Bible study 
sessions are Dr. J. Vernon McGee of 
the Church of the Open Door, Los 
Angeles; Dr. J. Henry Hutchins, Lake 
Avenue Congregational Church, Pasa- 
dena; and Dr. J. Lester Harnish of 
Temple Baptist Church, Los Angeles. 


Christian Point 4 Program 

Technical and scientific aid to mis- 
sionaries in all parts of the world is the 
object of a newly incorporated Chris- 
tian organization known as The Tech- 
nical Missions, Inc. 

A group of Christian business execu- 
tives and engineers, living in Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, and Philadelphia, are the 
instigators of the effort, which, it is 
hoped, will be of great help in the ad- 
vance of both denominational and _in- 
terdenominational foreign missionary 
enterprise. 

“You might describe our effort as a 
Christian Point 4 operation,” explained 
L. W. Fletcher, Philadelphia consulting 
engineer, who has been active in the 
development of the new organization. 

Already aid has been given in the 
planning of an efficient kitchen for a 
thirty-bed hospital now being con- 
structed by Radio Station HCJB in 
Quito, Ecuador. Officials of the Africa 
Inland Mission have sought aid in con- 
nection with a well-drilling project in 
Africa. 


About People 

Dr. Bernard L. Ramm, currently pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Bethel College 
and Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., has 
been elected to the faculty of Baylor 
University’s Department of Religion in 
Waco, Tex. 


The Rev. Thomas A. Lambie, noted 
missionary of the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Missions, died April 
14 in the mission station he had built 
near ancient Bethlehem. He had pre- 
viously served in the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan and in Ethiopia. At Ain Arrub, 
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Hashemite Jordan, he had built the 
Berachah Tuberculosis Sanatorium. 

Dr. Bob Pierce, widely traveled pro- 
ponent of world missionary and relief 
needs, is reported recovering at his 
California home from a serious opera- 
tion developing from an amoebic dysen- 
tery infection suffered during his travels 
in the Far East. 

Mary Anne, small daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Winward, British Pente- 
costal missionaries at Darjeeling on the 
Tibetan border, recently presented a 
Bible to Sherpa Tensing, the famous 
climber of Mount Everest. 

The Rev. Archie A. McKinney of 
North Syracuse, N. Y., has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the Chicago 
headquarters of the American Messianic 
Fellowship, according to the Rev. Mil- 
ton B. Lindberg, general director. 


Supreme Court Gets Bible Case 

The Rutherford (N. J.) Board of 
Education and the Gideons Interna- 
tional have jointly appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court to review 
the New Jersey Supreme Court’s ruling 
last December that distribution of Gid- 
eon New Testaments to Rutherford pub- 
lic school children is unconstitutional. 

Jacob Stam of Paterson, counsel for 
the school board and the Gideons, filed 
application for a writ of certiori with 
the high court in Washington. 

He said notice of the appeal had been 
served on Leo P. Pfeffer of New York, 
counsel for the American Jewish Con- 
gress, and Archibald Krieger of Paterson, 
attorneys-of-record in the case through 
having instituted the original action as 
legal representative of two Rutherford 
parents. 

Krieger and Pfeffer have 30 days in 
which to file replies to the notice of ap- 
peal, Stam said. 

The state supreme court unanimously 
voided a resolution by the Rutherford 
school board permitting distribution of 
the Gideon Bibles. In so doing, it re- 
versed an earlier ruling by the Appellate 


Division of the Superior Court uphold- - 


ing the Rutherford school authorities. 
The decision resulted from an appeal 
taken by Bernard Tudor of Rutherford, 
parent of a Jewish pupil. Tudor and 
Ralph LeCoque, a Roman Catholic par- 
ent, had filed a joint suit after the 
Rutherford board in 1951 authorized 
distribution by the Gideons of copies 
of the New Testament and the Books 
of Psalms and Proverbs to pupils whose 
parents requested them in writing. 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 12) 


THE GOSPEL IN BILLINGSGATE 

Billingsgate is in the dictionary as a 
word to describe vocabulary of low 
abuse. It derives from the fish market in 
London. For seventy-five years there has 
been a Christian mission and dispensary 
in Billingsgate, where Christians fish for 
fish market men. In 1953, 24,210 men 


came in for medical treatment and 


heard the gospel. 
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3500 FRENCH PRIESTS LEAVE CHURCH 
A former Roman Catholic priest in 


the French Roman Catholic Church, has 
written an article in the French Protes- 
tant journal Reforme describing the 
great apostasy that is taking place in 
the Roman Church in France. Monsieur 
Beart, who has accepted evangelical 
truth, writes that 3,500 priests in France 
alone have left the Roman Church dur- 
ing the past few years. It must be under- 
stood that this does not mean priests 
who have joined the evangelical 
churches. They are of all types. Many 
have lost their faith; others seek it. Only 
a small fraction have experienced real 
conversion—about a hundred. 


TERROR IN LATVIA 
Dawn, March 1954 states that “from 


Latvia come stories of great trials of the 
Christians there. Refugees from the 
area tell of indescribable horrors in- 
flicted upon believers. ‘Christ has died— 
long live Judas Iscariot,’ is reported by 
Latvjn Vards, newspaper printed in 
Sweden, as one of the rallying cries of 
the Bolshevists in terrorized Latvia.” 


BISHOP’S COMPLAINT 
The Bishop of Barcelona, Dr. Mod- 


rego, has issued a pastoral letter con- 
taining directions for the repression of 
the “widespread propaganda and tenaci- 
ous proselytizing carried out by Protes- 
tants in our city and diocese.” The 
bishop recommends his people to see 
that Protestantism is confined within the 


limits of toleration laid down in the 


1945 charter of the Spanish people, and 
confirmed in the recent Concordat with 
the Holy See. 
SCRIPTURE BALLOONS FOR RUSSIA 
Financed by Christians in Chickens 
and Arkansas, German believers have 
released more than ten thousand bal- 
loons, carrying Scripture portions and 
literature in Russian, and built to take 
advantage of the well-known fact that 
air currents drift from west to east 
around the world. It was this meteoro- 
logical phenomenon which enabled the 
Japanese to send fire bombs to the 
northwestern coast of the United States 
during the late war. These balloons can 
be so engineered that they can be made 
to come down at varying distances from 
the point of launching. 


ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN AUSTRALIA 
The Roman Catholic Emigration So- 


ciety in Ireland arranges for the trans- 
portation of surplus Romanist popula- 
tion to various areas in the world. 
Protestant leaders in Australia have ex- 
pressed concern at the way in which 
these immigrants are being settled in 
places where a very small change in the 
percentage of votes can shift election 
results from a party which opposes 
Roman control to one that favors it. 
Recently the Roman hierarchy in 
Australia designated a Sunday in Feb- 
ruary as “Immigration Sunday,” and 
called upon all of their faithful to make 
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a “persevering, open-hearted effort” to 
welcome Catholic immigrants and to 
help them to establish themselves in 
Australia. The ecclesiastical authorities 
pointed out that Australia was capable 
of maintaining a population of more 
than thirty millions and that its present 
population was less than a third of this 
figure. It will not take much of an effort 
on their part to give them the balance 
of power in the Continent down under. 


THE INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 


the woman. It is true that what we call 
punctuation marks are not in the ori- 
ginal language of Scripture, but there is 
a punctuation in the thought itself, and 
herein we find the first interrogation. 
Doubt and ignorance come from Satan 
and not from God who is the source of 
certainty and knowledge. A few verses 
farther along God calls to man, “Adam, 
where art thou?” The question was one 
designed to reveal to Adam where his 
sin had carried him. Naturally his pres- 
ence was known to all-seeing God, for 
David will later exclaim, ‘Whither shall 
I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into Heaven, thou art there: if I make 
my bed in Hell, behold, thou art there” 
(Psa. 139:7, 8). 

God, in placing man on the earth, 
gave him dominion over all the earth 
and its creatures. Only one very slender 
thread was put upon man to restrain 
him. He was commanded not to eat of 
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. Speculative religious 
writers have foolishly tried to explain 
the fruit which the woman ate and gave 
to Adam. There are those that wrong- 
fully call the fruit an apple; there is no 
word to that effect in the Bible. An 
English writer recently said that he be- 
lieved that the fruit was the grape, and 
that man sinned in making wine! This, 
too, is silly in the light of the fact that 
there could not have been fermentation 
before the fall brought death into the 
world, for fermentation has in it the 
principle of decay. Many writers—es- 
pecially a group of Roman Catholic 
theologians, centuries ago—have ex- 
pressed the thought that the fruit was 
sex, and have sought to make the union 
of Adam and Eve the matter of original 
sin. This suggestion was put forth by 
many of the protagonists of monasticism 
who conceived the idea that the married 
state had in it something which was es- 
sentially sinful. How pitiful such an ex- 
planation is in the light of God’s com- 
mand that they should be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth! There 
is, of course, no sin whatsoever in the 
marital relationship, which God declares 
to have been created as an illustration 
of the oneness and union of the Church 
with the Lord Jesus Christ in an eternal 
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fellowship (Eph. 5:32). 

It may be asked, then, if it is possible 
to say with certainty what the fruit was 
which was forbidden to the first pair. 
We answer without hesitation. The fruit 
was the tangible symbol which God 
placed in the garden as the sign of man’s 
creaturehood. It was something to im- 
pose a restraint upon him, something 
to remind him of his dependence upon 
God. What kind of fruit makes no differ- 
ence at all. Why not accept it simply as 
a fruit which grew upon a tree? The 
nature of the fruit is secondary. The fact 
of its presence as forbidden fruit is the 
one important matter. Every time man 
saw it he should have remembered that 
he was to be obedient, living in a state 
of trust and dependence upon his 
Creator. Satan’s attack was against this 
single point. He desired to substitute 
himself for God and wished man to be- 
come dependent upon*him and to be 
submitted to his own will. 

We may be sure that any questioning 
of the Word of God is Satanic in its 
origin. Whether the doubt comes from 
a group of atheists, from secular educa- 
tors, or from theologians, its source is 
always the same. Satan can never win 
any victory, even a Pyrrhic one, over 
the Christian who holds to the Word of 
God. “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower; the righteous runneth into it and 
is safe” (Prov. 18:10), and the Word of 
the Lord is a citadel even stronger 
than the name of God, for it is declared 
that the Lord has magnified His Word 
above His name (Psa. 138:2). Is it not 
strange, in the light of these declara- 
tions, that men who would shrink from 
blaspheming the name of God will, 
nevertheless, commit the much more 
heinous sin of doubting the Word of 
God? Some who consider themselves 
Christians, even ministers, even conserva- 
tive ministers, who would never damn 
an enemy with the name of God, will 
teach the young that the Word of God 
contains myth, folk-lore and legend. One 
may hear on every side today the repeti- 
tion of Satan’s question, “Yea hath God 
said . . .?” (Gen. 3:1), but it is always 
Satan’s question, even though it be 
spoken across a pulpit, or taught in the 
Sunday school literature of a denomina- 
tion. 

That Satan is at work against the 
Word of God is also brought out by our 
Lord in His parable of the sower. He 
announces that He, Himself, is the 
sower, and that the seed is the Word of 
God. As soon as it is sown, the enemy 
comes along and seeks to snatch away 
the seed which has been scattered. It is 
the garden of Eden over again. And in 
this phase of the battle, Satan has parti- 
ally succeeded. Beginning with Eve, he 
has gained the point to the extent that 


multitudes of people have been detached | 


from the only source of spiritual life, 
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the Word of God. Thus, with their de- 
fence destroyed, they are open to all 
attacks and are sure to be defeated. 
The second point in Satan’s attack 
was to get man to doubt the goodness 
of God. After having inserted in the 


mind of the woman doubt as to the. 


finality and absoluteness of the Word of 
God, the devil went one step further and 
said, “For God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5). The 
inward nature of this lie of Satan has 
been somewhat obscured by our Eng- 
lish translation of the Hebrew word 
Elohim, the most-used name for God in 


the Old Testament. It should read “You 
shall be as God .. .” Lucifer was making 
the blunt suggestion that man had rights 
and should declare his independence; 
that he should take the place of God 
which was rightfully his in view of the 
fact that he was such a noble creature, 
above all the animal life in his domin- 
ion. There was also included in the 
phrase the insinuation that God wus 
arbitrarily holding back something good 
from man, and that man would be far 
better off if he would only turn away 
from God’s command and transgress in 
the single point where restraint had 
been laid upon him. 
(To BE ConTINUvUED) 
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N’YANI—THE MONKEY 
(Continued from page 21) 
like a man. Heh, it was He who dealt 
with the eyes of Bartimiyo. Heh, I will 
sing it for you again.” 
> * * + 
I was standing precariously on a petrol 
box, screwing a hook into the rough-cut 
timber of the ward roof. On the floor 
beside me was a large pulley and some 
rope. I had just got that pulley into posi- 
tion when a small voice came from out- 
side the door: 

“Hodi?” 

And in walked the African girl who 
brought N’yani his food each day. 

“Jambo, Bwana,” she said in Swahili. 

“Jambo,” I replied. “Habari gani? 
What news?” 

Without looking up, in a flat voice 
she said, “Mzuri tu— good only.” 

“Heh,” I said, “she is one of few 
words.” 

“Kah, ng’o,” said N’yani. “Bwana, 
when she has news she can talk with 
great strength.” 

“Heh,” said Simba, “and talking of 
great strength, look at your legs these 
days. Behold, you can see them grow.” 

“Heeh, since the Bwana has given me 
medicine, truly I have more strength in 
me. I can feel it.” 

He looked at his pathetically twisted 
legs. “Heh, but, Bwana, they have small 
use.” 

“Kumbe,” said Simba, “and I just lie 
here with my legs in this plaster thing. 
I. too, am bwete—of small use. Yah, if I 
could take my spear and go to the forest 
and come back with meat, then I would 
be of use, but I lie here bwete.” 

“Heh,” said I, “and you stay there 
until such time as your temperature stays 
down all day, and you have no more 
clots in your legs to produce trouble in 
the hearts of your friends.” 
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Simba smiled, and I took a measuring 
tape from my pocket and measured 
N’yani’s legs. 

“Look, behold, they have increased in 
size by one inch in just over a week. 
This is a very good thing. See, this is 
how you must treat your legs. Massage 
them in this way.” 

I took his very strong hand in mine 
and showed him just how to do this for 
himself, and then I showed how muscles 
might be contracted; the mere move- 
ment of them would strengthen the 
joints for the operation that was to come. 

“Heh,” said N’yani, “Bwana, if only 
I could walk, could walk with my feet. 
I do not ask to walk with speed, not 
to be able to leap, but oh, Bwana, to 
walk on one’s feet!” 

“Kah,” said Simba, “I was reading this 
morning of two men, Petro. and Yo- 
hanna, who followed Jesus Christ. Jesus 
died and they ‘had sadness, and then 
they found that He was alive again, and 
they had joy, and then came strength 
through the Spirit of God, and, Bwana, 
these men who were frightened, yah, 
they had strength. One day they entered 
the large city, and there, at the gate of 
the temple where people worshiped God, 
they found a man, even as N’yani here, 
who spent his time begging for food 
and for money. Behold, he saw Petro 
and Yohanna, and when they stopped 
Petro said, ‘Ucilanje.’ He thought that 
he would get some money, and then 
Petro said, ‘I have no silver or gold, 
but I'll give you what I’ve got.’” 

“Yoh,” said N’yani, a wistful note in 
his voice, “would not that man prefer 
above all things that his legs might be 
strong, and straight, that he might 
walk?” 

“Heh,” said Simba, “that’s what hap- 
pened. Petro grasped him by the hand 
and he lifted him up and he said, ‘In 
the name of Jesus, rise up, walk,’ and 
the man did so. Everyone was amazed.” 

“Heh,” said N’yani, “if this could 
happen to me...” 

“Behold,” I replied, “we will work on 
those legs of yours. Even now your 
strength is greater, and when the day 
comes when you can smell the miti ya 
nhongo, the sleep medicine, then your 
legs will be straight and we will put them 
in a plaster like Simba’s. We will teach 
you to use them again, and then, behold, 
with the help of Jesus, who helped the 
man in the story, you too will walk on 
your feet.” 

The next day there was a deal of 
laughter when the pulley came into 
action for the first time. The rope was 
held in N’yani’s hand, threaded over 
the pulley and into a sort of a cradle in 
which were his feet. He pulled with his 
hands and his legs went up into the air. 
This was done time and time again. 

At that moment, a small voice came at 
the door: “Hodi?” 

“Karibu,” said Daudi. 
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And in came the small girl with her 
dish of millet porridge. 

“Habari?” I said. “What news?” 

“Mzuri tu—only good, Bwana.” 

“Then the wrath of the ancestors has 
not been showered on M’bangho yet?” 

The small girl shook her head. “Uh, 
uh, Bwana. Bado—not yet.” 

“Not yet, eh? Then they expect some- 
thing to happen?” 

N’yani nodded his head vigorously. 
“Heh, heh, Bwana, that is so.” 

“Hongo,” I smiled, “and you, too, 
must expect something to happen. 
Tomorrow we will work. Eat and sleep 
tonight, for there will be no food for 
you in the morning. The operation will 
be a most unusual one. Never before in 
this country has it been done. It is a 
work of strength.” 

“Hongo,” said Simba, “Bwana, we 
have talked with God these days and 
asked for His help upon your hand and 
upon the legs of N’yani. Kah, this is a 
thing of wonder. We will await with 
eagerness the work that you will do.” 

There was a freshness and exhilara- 
tion in that East African early morning. 
The sunrise made everything colorful. 
Small boys drove cattle off to graze, and 
I walked up to the hospital. The drums 
started to throb for early morning 
prayers in the church. 

Daudi was in the operating room. 
Everything was ready. I saw a, stretcher 
with N’yani in it, coming. Kefa had rolls 
of plaster bandages and a large dish 
made from a kerosene tin cut in half, 
ready for my use. Samson had the anes- 
thetic machine all ready for action. I 
looked through the window across at 
M’bovu’s village lying there in the shade 
of baobab trees, and I thought of 
N’goma, the witch-doctor, whose charms 
brought little comfort and no relief, 
and then at our operating room with its 
instruments, its anesthetics, what it 
meant in saving life, and quelling pain. 
Then we prayed before the operation 
started. 


“Bwana,” said N’yani in a thick nerv- 
ous voice, “Bwana, I have fear of this 
medicine that brings sleep. Kah!” He 
shuddered. 

“Have no fear, just relax. Remember 
that we are here to help you. Remember 
that the hand of God will be with my 
hand. Think of the man that Simba 
told us about who was lame and who, 
through the name of Jesus, got back his 
ability to walk. Think of these things.” 

I put the mask over his face and 
started to pour on the anesthetic. 

“Heh,” he said, “Bwana, these are 
things to think of. Bwana, they are 
things of joy to think of. Bwana, I sleep 
. + « think ... of .......these...... things. 

And then he was under. 


(To BE ConTINUED) 
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WHERE AM | GOING? 
(Continued from page 7) 

of Churches. The NCC is merely aware 
of its responsibility as the recognized 
channel through which the TV chains 
and stations negotiate with the several 
hundred denominations in Protestant- 
ism. When the Missouri Synod of the 
Lutheran Church spent several hundred 
thousand dollars making their series, 
“This is the Life,” the NCC mediated 
between them and the TV chains. The 
Missouri Synod was not and is not a 
member of the NCC, and there is no 
suggestion that they will join the Coun- 
cil. The NCC has not sponsored them, 
they have merely implemented a pro- 
gram that had intrinsic worth and made 
it available to the American public. 

If we appear nationally on TV it will 
be under the same type of arrangement. 
In our early discussions it was agreed 
that we should receive and answer the 
mail that came in from the telecasts. It 
was agreed that we would handle all 
gifts received as a result of the program, 
using them to help defray the cost of 
making the films—an expensive opera- 
tion in itself. We agreed that we would 
not use the mailing lists thus built up 
for anything that would be detrimental 
to the NCC. In other words, we were 
both going to act as Christian gentlemen 
should act. 

Let us study this relationship from 
the point of view of the public. In the 
eyes of the unsaved world a church is 
a church. The millions of lost souls do 
not know anything about theology. 
Most of the people who would look at 
our programs would pay practically no 
attention to the credits. 

Such a relationship is not a com- 
promise on either side. On our side it 
is not a compromise any more than 
Billy Graham’s insistence on coopera- 
tion between fundamental groups and 
the local councils of churches before 
he will go to a city for a campaign. How 
right he has proved to be in such insist- 
ence. 

Probably the only people who could 
take offence at such an arrangement are 
those who judge a priori that any such 
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connection, even the most remote, 
would be wrong; and of this group we 
can only ask that they grant us the 
same liberty of ministry which we grant 
them. 

Finally, let me close with a story. We 
secured an audition for our early films 
by one of the originating stations of a 
TV chain. The decision as to whether 
or not we would be given free time was 
in the hands of a Jewish gentleman, a 
high official in that particular chain. He 
came in late and beckoned to the op- 
erator to “let her roll.” After a few 
moments, with vivid exclamation, he 
said “. . . what good photography.” A 
moment later, “Is it all as good as this?” 
When he was assured that it was he 
walked out, saying, “Give ‘em the time.” 
Our first films were thus shown in New 
York City through the decision of a 
Jew. 

In two or three churches this winter 
I have told this story and concluded 
by asking the audience if they thought 
we should accept the gift of a million 
dollars worth of free time for the gospel 
without restrictions if it were given to 
us by Jews. The audiences answered 
aloud, “Yes.” Then I said, “Suppose the 
time were made available to us through 
the National Council of Churches? 
Should we accept the responsibility, 
raise the $200,000 for films, and go 
ahead?” One pastor said aloud, “Ha! 
They never would give it to you.” 
When I assured the audience and the 
pastor that there was a definite possi- 
bility of this, the pastor shook his head, 
almost unbelievingly. Afterward we 
talked about it, and he said, “Well, we 
can certainly see a movement back to 
the conservative position almost every- 
where we look. Maybe it’s spreading 
into places we never expected it to be.” 
I answered, “God has His witnesses in 
every place, including.the NCC. While 
it is true that there are liberals, both 
political and religious, in the NCC, 
they are not all liberals.” 

The pastor answered, “Well, if God 
can save me, I don’t see why He can’t 
save some of them. I am no more de- 
serving than they. And if this is the 
will of God, all we can do is praise Him. 
I say, God bless you, and go on TV and 
preach the gospel without fear or favor.” 

So if you see me looking at you out of 
your TV screens sometime within the 
next year, know that I will be preach- 
ing “Man’s complete ruin in sin and 
God’s perfect remedy in Christ,” be- 
cause I have not changed my doctrines 
in the slightest. My hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness. Probably the only change 
in me is that I have a growing desire 
to walk closer to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to know Him a little better, and am 
seeking more and more to show myself 
to be His disciple. END 








NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 4) 
Russell T. Hitt, has expanded ETEr- 
NITY’s coverage of events having signi- 
ficance to Christians. 

After studying the matter for several 
months, the editors have decided to 
merge these two closely related depart- 
ments under the joint editorship of Dr. 
Barnhouse and Mr. Hitt. The depart- 
ment will carry the apt name of Window 
on the World. 

Research and general supervision of 
news gathering will be in the hands of 
the Executive Editor, who will be aided 
by ETERNITY correspondents in other 
lands, including competent Elizabeth 
Braund of London. Where commentary 
from a Biblical viewpoint is involved, 
the final writing will be done by the 
Editor-in-Chief. 

A growing number of readers have 
responded to the request to send in 
clippings from their local newspapers, 
church and secular magazines. This pro- 
vides important help in the enormous 
task of maintaining world news cover- 
age. 
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LOVE IN THE FUNDAMENTAL CREED 
(Continued from page 14) 
spite of his religion? “If, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life” 
(v. TO). In love God died for us when 
we were hostile rebels against His holy 
sovereignty. The cross is the climatic ex- 
position of the logic underlying the law 
of neighbor-love. And John in his first 
epistle is simply drawing out the implica- 
tions of that logic when he writes: 
Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, because He laid down his 
life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren 
(3:16). 

Why are we to love everybody? Paul’s 
great word is the all-compelling reason: 
“The love of Christ constraineth us” 
(2 Cor. 5:14). The cross is reason 
enough for neighbor-love. 

III 

Shifting the focus of our thought once 
more, let us consider: How are we to 
love? Granting that we ought to love 
with a global love, viewing the whole 
planet as one neighborhood; and grant- 
ing, also, that we ought to love because 
of God’s love for us manifested on Cal- 
vary, just what ought to be the mode 
and measure of this love? And, what is 
even more perplexing, where can dyna- 
mic and drive for this love possibly be 
obtained? 

Recall that overwhelming phrase in 
the teachings of Moses, Jesus, Paul and 
James, “as thyself.” That indicates the 
mode and measure of neighbor-love. 
I am not to love my neighbor as I love 
my brother or my wife or my child or 
my friend; no, I am to love my neigh- 
bor as I love myself. And, viewing him 
as if the very counterpart of myself, I 
am to take the love which I have for 
myself and externalize it upon him. 

And how do I love myself? I do not 
necessarily approve of everything about 
myself or admire everything about my- 
self. In fact, I may criticize myself, ab- 
hor myself, and in some respects hate 
myself. I may understand why Charles 
Kingsley, when asked whose character he 
most disliked, replied without hesitation, 
“My own!” Nevertheless, I love myself 
with a powerful, instinctive, over-riding 
emotion which springs from the pas- 
sional urge of self-preservation. Thus in 
Ephesians 5:28, 29, Paul virtually defines 
self-love for us: 

So ought men to love their wives 

as their own bodies. He that loveth 

his wife loveth himself. For no 

man ever yet hateth his own flesh; 

but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 

even as the Lord the church. 
And, consequently, if I love my neigh- 
bor, I will do my utmost to nourish him 
and, as Paul puts it, cherish him; I 
will want for him everything which I 
want for myself; I will hope for him 
everything which I hope for myself; 
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I will pray for him everything which I 
pray for myself. Loving him, I will long 
for him to get the best which life has 
to give, and I will do everything I can 
to help him get it. 

And what is the best which life has to 
give? Unquestionably it is God’s salva- 
tion through faith in Jesus Christ. Not 
amusement, not money, not prestige, not 
health, not peace of mind—no! Life’s 
best is the experience of forgiveness, the 
indescribable beatitude of fellowship 
with God the Father through Jesus 
Christ the Son and by the enablement of 
God the Holy Spirit. That is life’s best. 


‘And because God longs for us to have 


life’s best, and to have that best eter- 
nally, He loved us with Calvary-love. 
And hence if I am to love my neighbor 
as myself, I must love him with Calvary-’ 
love, remembering the new command- 
ment of Jesus, “Love one another as I 
have loved you” (John 13:34). 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as. 
thyself!” That mode and that measure 
are overwhelming. How can I love my 
neighbor like that when—let my baffled 
heart honestly confess it—I simply do 
not love him with an infinitesimal frac- 
tion of such love? What can possibly 
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furnish the dynamic and drive for such 
an attitude of unselfish and sincere con- 
cern? Of myself I am admittedly power- 
less. 

Annie Besant, a colorful charlatan of 
modern times, a socialist and a theoso- 
phist, poured out her strength for the 
slum-dwellers of London, attempting to 
improve their wretched condition. But 
she discovered that somehow dynamic 
and drive were lacking to achieve a new 
economic order. So in her autobiography 
she confesses she could not impart to 
needy people “the incentive, the mo- 
tive,” “the  self-sacrificing devotion” 
which would inspire them to work “for 
Love’s sake only,” asking “to give, not 
to take.” Now we Christians may like- 
wise be tempted to despair as we strive 
to live a life of “self-sacrificing devo- 
tion,” doing everything we can to help 
our neighbors “for Love’s sake alone.” 
Yet we need not—and must not—despair. 
For God’s Spirit indwells us as believers 
in Jesus Christ, and, beside this, as 
believers in Jesus Christ we possess the 
very nature of God which is holy love 
(1 John 4:7-8). So if in faith we call 
upon the omnipotent Spirit for enable- 
ment and energizing, He can and will 
create within us and communicate 
through us a love which is uncondi- 
tional, indiscriminate and global. This 
is Paul’s guarantee: 

Hope maketh net ashamed; be- 
cause the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us 
(Rom. 5:5). 
And if in God-confidence and in self- 
despair: we call upon the indwelling 
Spirit, He will create this love in us. 
Paul. rejoices in his Galatian letter, 
“The fruit of the Spirit is love” (5:22). 
And what is fruit, after all? It is the 
spontaneous expression of an inner life 
and power which have been permitted 
to flower forth uninhibitedly. And when 
we fail to inhibit the Holy Spirit 
through our pride or doubt or apathy, 
He, as our inner Life and Power, will 
spontaneously express Himself in the 
fruit of nighbor-love, Calvary-love in 
concrete action day by day. 

Dr. I. V. Neprash, a former atheist, 
is now directing very successfully a pro- 
gram of evangelism among the people 
behind the Iron Curtain in his native 
Russia; and the drive and dynamic of 
his ministry is love, Calvary-love which 
persists in face of difficulty. Years ago 
Dr. Neprash was unexpectedly invited 
to meet with Dr. George Solomon, the 
first Soviet commissar for industry and 
commerce. Dr. Neprash realized of course 
that the Communist was_ evidently 
deeply troubled or else he would never 
have suggested the interview. But he 
also realized from personal experience 
how opaque and closed the mind of an 
atheist can be. So in a spirit of prayer- 
ful concern he kept his appointment 





with the Communist. And, tragically, 
the conference developed as Dr. Neprash 
had been afraid it might. There was an 
exchange of argument back and forth, 
unavailing and futile, with Dr. Solomon 
becoming more and more belligerent. 

Though he had been silently beseech- 
ing God to help, Dr. Neprash began to 
implore passionately within himself, 
“Lord, apply Calvary-love!” He was 
pleading for Dr. Solomon, entreating 
that the Communist’s heart might be 
softened. To his amazement, however, 
the change occurred within himself. God 
applied Calvary-love, to be sure, but 
God applied it to Dr. I. V. Neprash! 
Previously he had been concerned about 
scoring an intellectual victory; he had 
wanted to win the argument. Suddenly, 
he perceived that his motive had been 
wrong. He had not really been burdened 
for Dr. Solomon as a lost soul, a sin- 
fettered, unhappy personality, miserably 
estranged from Jesus Christ. He had not 
been talking to him in the spirit of 
Calvary-love. And God, answering his 
prayer, so changed the attitude of Dr. 
Neprash that Dr. Solomon gradually 
dropped his defenses and began to ex- 
pose his spiritual hunger. And before 
the interview ended some five hours 
later, the Communist was on his knees 
accepting Jesus as his Saviour. 

Maybe as Christians, and especially as 
fundamentalists, we have been lacking 
in Calvary-love. Maybe we have wanted 
to vindicate the rightness of our position 
—and we are persuaded, in truth, that 
the position we embrace is right. Maybe 
we have wanted to justify ourselves. 
Maybe we have wanted to add converts 
merely to strengthen our churches be- 
cause they are our churches. What we 
need is to cry out for Calvary-love. If 
and when we do, the aftermath may 
prove astonishing. We may rediscover 
a fundamental which we have forgotten: 
“Love never fails.” ENp 


THE REVISED NEW TESTAMENT 

(Continued from page 11) 
of interpretation. It is not my business, 
at the moment, to do so. but I could 
make a cogent case for rendering: 
“Mother, what is that to you and me?” 
I could also advocate a change in the 
punctuation of 9:3, 4. This, however, is 
beside the point, and I mention such 
matters only to complete the picture 
we are forming of the translator’s atti- 
tude to his task. 

Improvements in Translation. A few 
notable improvements on the KJV may 
be profitably considered. There are two 
in the first chapter, 1:5 and 11. “The 
light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” If the 
figurative meaning chosen for the final 
verb by the KJV is on the face of it 
possible, 12:35 is a check context which 
demands the literal rendering of the 
RSV. The second verse has caught the 
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beauty and pathos of a famous text: “He 
came to His own home and His own 
people received Him not.” 

In 4:30 the imperfect tense has been 
correctly noted: “They went out of the 
city and were coming to Him.” It is 
John’s preoccupation to keep two scenes 
before us— that on the road and that by 
the well, where the Lord extends the 
conversation until the crowd, “white for 
the harvest” appears, as He knew it 
would, to illustrate His theme (v. 35). 
This is obscured by the simple preterite 
“came” of the KJV. 

Finally the abandonment of “king- 
dom” in 18:36 is to be commended, al- 
though “kingship” is not ideal. “Roy- 
alty” or “royal estate” is the notion con- 
veyed. “Kingdom” too strongly suggests 
a geographical reality. 

I have no other specific improvements 
to note, but that is not to suggest that 
there is not room for commendation of 
other renderings. On the whole the 
translator has been quite painstakingly 
exact, and his simple style reflects the 
simplicity of John’s original. 

Omissions From the Text. The Chris- 
tian’s attitude toward the text of Scrip- 
ture should be one of care and responsi- 
bility. The task of the textual critic is to 
establish the true reading, and there is 
no means of doing so save by the careful 
collation of surviving documents, and 
the scientific investigation of their na- 
ture and their history. What we seek is 
that which the sacred writer actually 
penned. Nothing more, and nothing less, 
is the Word of God. It should be freely 
granted that the text of Scripture has 
not been protected miraculously from 
the common errors of copyists, and even 
from a measure of interpolation. None 
of these errors is of such a nature that 
it cannot be detected and corrected 
by other documents, which exist in pro- 
fusion, while the interpolations which 
can be established are confined to a 
mere handful of passages. But let us be 
quite clear about this: if it can be reason- 
ably proved by the methods of reverent 
scholarship that certain words were not 
originally a part of the sacred text, we 
should not attempt to retain them. 

What, then, are the methods of rever- 
ent scholarship? There are two courts in 
which the case of a suspected passage is 
investigated. The first deals with the 
Greek text apart from its meaning, 
ranges on this side and that the evidence 
of the most ancient manuscripts, and by 
a balancing of such evidence mathe- 
matically concludes that the case is 
proven or unproven. The second court 
deals with meaning and relevance. If 
the textual investigation yields incon- 
clusive results, or if the balance of its 
evidence is even; it then becomes neces- 
sary, and only then, to examine what 
the passage has to say, and to ask 
whether it attunes with the context or 
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the teaching of the book, or of Scrip- 
ture as a whole. 

As it happens, the two passages omit- 
ted from the text of John by the RSV 
provide excellent illustration of the 
principles thus described. The first is 
5:4: “For an angel came down from 
time to time into the pool and stirred 
the water, and the first one to get down 
after the stirring of the water was healed 
from whatever disease he had.” Sufficient 
important early manuscripts omit this 
verse for us to entertain genuine doubts 
about its authenticity. The results of 
the textual inquiry are inconclusive, so 
we pass to the second court of examina- 
tion, a court, be it understood, to which 
we must never appeal save where the 
more impersonal examination of the 
text leaves us in doubt. The case against 
5:4 in the second court is decisive. 
Where else in Scripture do we find a 
competitive miracle? How, if this verse 
could be proved genuine on textual 
grounds, could we reconcile it with 
God’s method elsewhere with the miracu- 
lous? The picture fits Lourdes rather 
than Palestine, and both RV and RSV 
are justified in omitting it. 

How, it may be asked, did such a 
verse come to be written? Thus, per- 
haps. About the disturbance in the water 
there. need be no doubt. Many a thermal 
spring in New Zealand emits gas with 
clock-like regularity. Nor need it be 
doubted, the legend once established and 
believed, that cures were effected. Even 
Lourdes has cures to show; such is the 
power of mere faith. It is to be noted 
that the Lord ignores the pool, and 
cures the man by His own divine power 
in answer to his faith. The belief in 
the angelic visitation, however, lived on, 
and was perhaps written in the margin 
by an early copyist as a gloss or explana- 
tion of the text. The next copyist takes 
the marginal words as an omission and 
so a verse intrudes into Scripture. 

The second suspect passage is the 
story of the woman taken in adultery, 
7:53-8:11. It may surprise some Chris- 
tians to find that the textual case against 
this exquisite story is very strong indeed. 
But take it, as we did with 5:4, to the 
second court of inquiry and what do we 
find? We find an overwhelming case in 
favor of the retention of the passage. 
It fits so perfectly with the character of 
the Lord and with His methods of action 
that the heart cannot fail to catch the 
accents of the Holy Spirit. 


We have, however, two difficulties. 
How is it that so large a portion of the 
ancient documents omits the passage? 
It is possible that the first signs of mon- 
asticism in the early. church manifested 
themselves in a dislike of the Lord’s 
treatment of a gross sinner, and that the 
passage tended to drop out in quite early 
days. It is possible that the story existed 


_For example, verse 10 actually perpetu- 
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in written form, the work of some in- 
spired but anonymous hand, and did 
not, by its sheer merit and God's guid- 
ance find its published p!.ce in Scripture 
until some sections of the manuscript 
tradition had become established. A case 
can be made on stylistic ground against 
John’s authorship. But what if John 
had the passage among his notes, in 
Peter’s words, shall we say, or Matthew’s, 
and included it in his story reverently 
leaving it unchanged? What if he in- 
cluded it thus on second thought when 
his Gospel had already seen publication 
without it, and thereby established a 
twofold tradition for his text? There are 
many explanations which might account 
for the instability in the early texts of 
a passage so precious. “It contains,” says 
Calvin, “nothing unworthy of the 
apostolic spirit, and there is no reason 
why we should hestitate to adapt it to 
our use.” I should be prepared to go 
further. We cannot let the story go, and 
if that involves adding an unknown 


name to the writers of the New Testa- 
ment, then the greater God's glory. 

I think the RSV should have printed 
the passage in brackets as the RV did, 
with perhaps a footnote to the effect 
that the authorship is unknown. 

Conclusion. What conclusions shall 
we draw from this survey of the RSV 
treatment of the Fourth Gospel? On the 
whole the version merits commendation. 
A few minor changes in a later edition 
seem to be called for, but if they are 
made, the translation emerges as a cap- 
able piece of work, readable, reserved, 
reverent. No one, reading or using the 
Fourth Gospel in this translation, could 
possibly be led astray in any matter of 
vital belief or doctrine. On some points 
they would find clearer enlightenment. 
II. The Epistle to the Philippians: 

I find this letter in the RSV to be a 
most conservative piece of translating. 
By that I mean that there is a notable 
reluctance to abandon the style and 
even the phraseology of earlier versions. 
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ates a very doubtful KJV rendering. 
The words mean literally: “test out 
things which differ.” The verb is that 
of Romans 12:2: “prove what is that 
good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
God.” It was a metaphor from auditing, 
and that scrutiny and review of conduct 
in public office which was a practice of 
the Athenians. Assuming that “things 
which differ” mean things which are bet- 
ter than the ordinary, the KJV trans- 
lated: “approve things which are excel- 
lent.” The RSV has virtually accepted 
this. “Things which differ,” however, 
are surely ethical opposites, on which 
the “discernment and all manner of 
fact” of verse 9 can find exercise. In my 
opinion verse 10 means: “So that you 
may judge right and wrong, sincere and 
safe from stumbling till the day of 
Christ.” 

The “fear and trembling,” which is a 
literal translation of the two nouns in 
2:12, is similarly retained. I have no 
great objection to this, but feel that 
“trembling” is psychologically narrower 
than the Greek word it purports to 
translate. I should prefer something like 
“self-distrust,” for what Paul here warns 
his readers against is self-confidence, and 
lack of reverence for the God “who 
worketh in us.” 

Some improvement might also have 
been made in 4:2: “I know how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound.” If 
modern English is the aim, we might 
render it: “I know how to live in hum- 
ble circumstances and in abundance.” 

These three texts are mentioned as 
samples of translation, of a certain 
timidity, if you will, which marks the 
translator’s style. This is not meant to 
be carping criticism. The bold para- 
phrase, risked by J. B. Phillips, for ex- 
ample, with sometimes spectacular suc- 
cess, was- not the chosen style of the 
RSV. I do, however, feel that a sharper 
and bolder rendering might have 
brought out the crisp freshness of Paul’s 
writing in this epistle. 

Consider, for further example, the 
blurring of the metaphor of strife, emu- 
lation and citizenship in 1:27-30, a fault 
the RSV shares with the KJV. Something 
like the following might not have been 
alien to the style of the. version: “One 
word to you—live on as citizens worthily 
of Christ’s gospel in order that, whether 
I am to come to see you or only hear of 
you from afar, the-news may be that you 
stand in one.spirit, striving like a.team 
with one accord for the faith of the 
gospel, dismayed in nothing by the 
ordered ranks ranged against you.” 

This is not, of course, meant to im- 
ply that there are not improved render- 
ings to commend. The last verse of 
Chapter 2 is a good example: “For he 
nearly died for the work of Christ, risk- 
ing his life to complete your service to 
me.” The testimony of 3:4-14 also reads 
notably well. There is also a correction 
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. made of 2:5: “Have this mind among BIBLE CONFERENCES 


yourselves which you have in Christ 
Jesus.” Paul is, it appears, deprecating 
a departmentalized life, with “religious” 
conduct partitioned from the conduct 
of everyday relations. I think, however, 
a ai coil be made for the retention mACATION 
of the KJV rendering, almost certain 
though the RSV correction is. alae 
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ently translated, and adequately conveys 
to modern hearers the words of Paul. 
As I have indicated, I think a bolder ap- 
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other hand, if, as it is commonly alleged, 
bias on the translators’ part was endea- 
voring to eliminate the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth, their action was peculiarly 
ineffectual in view of the full narrative 
in the Gospels (for example Mt. 1:18- 
25). The translators would be well-ad- 
vised to restore the word “virgin” to 
the text in Isaiah. In the act they would 
at least demonstrate a respect for the 
authority of the New Testament. (b) 
Similar comment has been provoked by 
the translation of the centurion’s testi- 
mony in Matthew 27:54 and Mark 15:39: 
“Truly this was a son of God.” It is to 
be noted that this rendering appeared in 
the margin of the Revised Version, and 
occasioned no criticism. Luke 23:37 
records another remark of the same offi- 
cer: “Truly this was a righteous man,” 
and it is impossible to decide what a 
pagan soldier, over-awed by the con- 
vulsions of nature, thought about Pilate’s 
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centurion probably used some such 
words as those by which the Latin ver- 
sion of Mark 15:39 reports him: “Vere 
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hic homo filius Dei erat.” Latin has 
neither definite nor indefinite article, 
and it is not clear whether the centurion 
meant “the Son of God” or “a son of 
God.” In fact his testimony is not in 
itself important. The deity of Christ is 
a doctrine which rests on more solid 
authority. The definite article should, in 
such a case of doubt, be restored to the 
text. It was ill-advised on the part of 
the translators to appear to seize an 
opportunity to diminish the stature of 
the Lord. It cannot, of course, be done, 
and all that devout Christians believe of 
Christ is rooted too deeply in Scripture 
ever to be eliminated by any manipula- 
tion of alternative translations, but con- 
science should be respected in such 
matters, and a traditional rendering 
followed where it can be followed with- 
out despite to scholarship. 


I should like here to express a con- 
cern. It is alleged that the board of 
translators was completely made up of 
gentlemen professedly liberal in their 
theology, and that a notable Jewish 
scholar was of their number. I am with- 
out information about the standing of 
the men concerned, and cannot, in con- 
sequence, either refute or sustain the 
allegation. But, surely, the commonest 
prudence should have dictated the in- 
clusion in such a body, entrusted with 
such a task, of scholars of orthodox 
views. If it is true that no scholars of 
known conservative standing were 
among those who prepared the Revised 
Standard Version, § cannot but con- 
clude that the translators did much to 
provoke the resentment which has found 
such vigorous expression. 


(c) Objection has been taken to the 
substitution of “in” for “of” in Galatians 
2:20: “. . . I live by faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” I cannot help feeling that this is 
what Paul meant, that the. genitive is 
objective, and cannot be subjective, and 
that to build a theological case against 
the translator on such flimsy foundations 
is to discredit the conservative cause. 


(d) No purpose is, in fact, served by 
inaccuracy. I did not comment in my 
notes on John’s Gospel on the omission 
of “begotten” in that verse of all verses, 
3:16. I cannot see any difference between 
“only” and “only begotten” when the 
reference is to God and His incarnate 
Son. I mention the matter here for two 
reasons. The first is a criticism of the 
translators. The traditional rendering 
involves no distortion, and therefore, 
in spite of the fact that monogenes does 
mean “only” or “the only one of a kind,” 
the old version should not have been 
changed. The second reason involves a 
rebuke for the critics. It aids neither 
their case nor their reputation for 
scholarship to assert that monogenes 
means “virgin-born one,” as some do. 





(e) Other unnecessary changes are 
found in the use of “expiation” for 
“propitiation” in Romans 3:25; 1 John 
2:2, and 4:10, and in the change of “‘au- 
thor and finisher” to the lamentable 
“pioneer and perfecter” of Hebrews 2:2. 


(f£) It remains to speak of one or two 
omissions from the text. I have already 
dealt with two of these above, and have 
been careful to explain the principles of 
textual criticism involved. In the Novem- 
ber 1953 Eternity I dealt at similar 
length with 1 John 5:7, a passage which 
the most conservative authorities reject, 
and I shall not repeat here what I have 
already written. I note, however, that 
the RSV appears to have disguised its 
omission of the verse by a rearrangement 
of the numeration—an odd procedure. 

The only other major passage of the 
New Testament which falls under simi- 
lar suspicion is the final twelve verses 
of Mark’s Gospel. The RSV prints the 
verses in italicized footnotes, and_ is 
right in doing so. It is almost certain 
that the true ending of the Third Gos- 
pel is at verse 8. The rest of the chapter 
seems to be a later addition without 
divine authority. Characteristic words 
of Mark are absent from it, and expres- 
sions not occurring elsewhere in the 
Gospel are found in it. No less an an- 
cient authority than Jerome states that 
the verses were not in most of the Greek 
manuscripts of his day, and Eusebius 
supports him. The verses are missing 
from two of the most ancient manu- 
scripts of the New Testament, and one 
of these is the authoritative Codex 
Sinaiticus. An Armenian Codex of the 
tenth century, which may retain an an- 
cient tradition, includes the section after 
a break in its text, and heads it: “By the 
Presbyter Aristion.” It is to be admitted 
that the close of verse 8 is an abrupt end- 
ing to the Gospel, but it is equally true 
that if Mark left his book unfinished, 
that would itself constitute a temptation 
to some over-zealous copyist to supply an 
ending, and verses 9 to 20 would be 
just the sort of ending that such a per- 
son might make up from the other Gos- 
pels and from Acts. Consider verse 18 in 
relation to Paul’s adventures on Malta. 
Informed scholarship regards these verses 
as apocryphal, and while we should 
guard jealously the integrity of Scrip- 
ture, it is manifestly wrong to retain in 
the Bible that which has no part in it. 

There are numerous other omissions, 
usually of little more than a phrase or 
a word, which I have not checked against 
the summary of manuscript variations. 
Formidable though the list looks when 
set out at length, it seems safe to say 
that there is authority for all the varia- 
tions accepted, and that no essential 
damage is done to the meaning of any 
verse. The RSV has abandoned the 
Byzantine tradition of the text behind 
the KJV and the Alexandrian tradition 
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of the RV, and has been commendably 
eclectic in its.choice of readings. There 
is perhaps room for a further check, and 
for further opinion to be sought in some 
cases. 

The longest of the minor omissions is 
Acts 8:37 where a quite strong case 
exists against-the inclusion of the verse. 
The essential truth of the verse is not 
doubted, but a formidable array of an- 
cient manuscripts seems to have had no 
knowledge of it. Reluctantly, therefore, 
the need for omission is conceded. 

It will be seen from the above remarks 
that the RSV cannot be charged with 
wantonly tampering with the authentic 
text. It must be granted that an en- 
deavor has been made to translate what 
the writers actually wrote, insofar as 
their exact text can be reconstructed. 

(g) Two final points of criticism re- 
quire comment. The RSV endeavors to 
avoid “thou” for the address of the 
second person, on the perfectly sound 
ground that the singular is archaic, and 
does not now represent the familiar tone 
of many an ancient utterance. It retains 
the singulars “thou,” “thee,” “thy” and 
“thine” in contexts where English has 
itself retained them, in the language, 
that is, of prayer and devotion. No ob- 
jection can properly be raised to this, 
but there “are borderline cases where the 
language merits reconsideration. “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God,” might well have been retained. 
The context is one of deep solemnity, 
and not of familiar intercourse. In Saul’s 
distraught question on the Damascus 
road, the words should most certainly 
have been: “Who art Thou, Lord?” This 
whole question should be carefully re- 
considered before re-publication. 

The second matter is the dropping of 
the old device of italics to indicate words 
supplied in the translation to clarify the 
meaning. I am frankly glad to see those 
troublesome italics go. I have often been 
called upon to explain why a device 
which elsewhere marks emphasis should 
be used in the Bible to indicate inser- 
tion. Nor is it easy sometimes to explain 
the need or the propriety of the inser- 
tion. Those who are unable to judge the 
worth of a translation by comparison 
with the original are not aided by a 
clumsy scheme designed to reveal some, 
and only some, of the mechanism of 
translation. 

Perhaps the Editor will allow me to 
say in conclusion that I shall be glad 
to answer in these columns any questions 
which may be raised. I have tried to 
avoid making a mere contribution to a 
controversy, and I hope those who have 
read thus far will be aware of the en- 
deavor I have made to be sympathetic, 
and yet impartial. I hope that what I 
have said will help all earnest seekers 


' after truth, and will draw together some 


who should never have been parted. 
END 
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easy to read. 164 two-color 
illustrations. Over 400 
stories in short chapters. 
Covers Bible in chronolog- 
ical order (but not every 
book). 639 pages, $4.95, 
plus 25c for postage and 
handling. 

At your Christian 

bookstore, or write 


MOODY PRESS 
820 N. LaSalle St, Chicago 10, lit. 

















ETERNITY 








BOB JONES UNIVERSITY STANDS WITHOUT APOLOGY FOR 


THE OLD-TIME RELIGION AND THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY 
OF THE BIBLE 


Bob Jones University is sound in doctrine, aggressive in its defense of the Holy Scriptures, and 
vigorous in combating atheistic, agnostic, pagan, and so-called scientific adulteration of the 


Word of God. 


“THE WORLD’S MOST UNUSUAL UNIVERSITY” FEELS, 


HOWEVER, THAT INTELLECTUAL ORTHODOXY 
IS OF LITTLE VALUE WITHOUT A BURNING HEART 


Bob Jones University is evangelistic in its emphasis. Bob Jones University trained and inspired 
men and women are passionate and fervent witnesses for Christ seeking to win souls around 


the world. 


College of Arts and Science (B.A. and B.S. degrees) 
School of Religion (B.A, B.D., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees) 
School of Fine Arts (B.A, BS, M.A., and M.FA. degrees) 


School of Education (B.S. degree) 
School of Business (B.S. degree) 
MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART AT NO EXTRA COST ABOVE REGULAR ACADEMIC TUITION 


ACADEMY AND SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES IN CONNECTION 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 





D. L. Meedy ence said: 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 

some splendid men and women in the field. 
My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 
than fifty years, but the “grand men and 


women” who have come after him have guidec’ 


Moody Bible Institute through the 
years and kept it true to God. 


Today Moopy Bite INstITvUTE is still 
forging ahead in the path outlined by the 
GRAND MEN who under God founded and di- 
rected it. Its many ministries reach millions of 
individuals for Christ each year—individuals 
in every country of the world. But the chief 
ministry of the Institute remains that of fur 
nishing tuition-free Bible training to conse- 
crated young men and women who are pre- 
paring for lives of Christian service—both as 
full-time workers and laymen. 



































Interdenominational 
Evangeli 


This is the third in a series of the 
leaders of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


It took the keen discernment of D. L. Moody to discover in a 
small, quiet Boston rector a man with an unusual teaching gift 
and executive ability. But discover him he did, and induced 
Dr. James M. Gray to come to Moopy BIBtE InstIrUTE as a 
lecturer and extension worker. Soon after Dr. Reuben A. Torrey 
resigned for his world evangelistic tour, Dr. Gray became head 

. of the Institute, a position he held until the time of his retirement 
in 1934, just a year before his homegoing. 


Coming on the scene at a time when Bible study was almost 
entirely of the analytical type, Dr..Gray gave a fresh emphasis 
to investigation of the Book of books with what he called 
“synthetic Bible studies.” Not only at MBI, but throughout the 
country, large Bible classes began to put the far-separated truths 
of the Scriptures together, rather than quibble over Greek roots 
and verb tenses. 


Dr. Gray served in the position of directing executive at 
Moopy BBE InstrruTE for more than 30 years, and his success 
in that field was observed and admired by business executives 
everywhere. Under his leadership every department became a 
model of economy and efficiency, and graduates were taught to 
“do things” as in no other religious institution..In those 30 years, 
MBI grew from a handful of buildings when Dr. Gray came, to 
more than 25 buildings at the time of his death. The enrollment 
changed from two or three hundred in the Day School to more 
than 900; in the Evening School from nothing to upward of 1,000 
annually; and in the Correspondence School from zero to an 
average of more than 9,000. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street « Chicago 10, Illinois ET-837 
Dr. William Culbertson, president « Dr.S. Maxwell Coder, dean 











